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The Christian 


Secret Sautedinn 


By Rev. Wendell P. Loveless, Pastor 
Church by the Side of the Road, and 
Ex-Chaplain of Masonic Lodge, 
Wheaton, Illinois 


In the radio ministry many letters come to me concern- 
ing the Christian’s relation to oath-bound secret societies, and 
it has been a genuine privilege to express, to a great many 
people, my convictions with reference to them. Recently one 
of the “Plain Talks” over the air was devoted to this subject, 
the results being, by God’s grace, that several members of 
lodges requested further information as to how they might 
sever their connections. 


No doubt there are thousands 
of Christian men and women who 
have gone into the lodge blindly, 
not realizing at the time all that 
is involved in such an-affiliation, 
and there are also many who are 
considering the question of joining, 
some of whom may be hesitating 
because of a feeling that it may 
not be the right thing to do. 


The testimony is now set forth 
in this printed form with the pray- 
er that many may be led to see 
tthe high treason against Jesus 
Christ in such un-Christian al- 
j\liances, and to, “come out from 
| among them andabe separate.” 


seven degrees of the Masonic Or- 
der; holding, for a time, the office 
of Chaplain in the Blue Lodge, 
and my knowledge of this society 
is therefore the result of my ex- 
perience as a member of it. I now 
hold a regular demit from the 
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(Continued on page 7) 


Rev. W. P. Loveless 


Rev. Philip R. Li Calzr 


“When he was set down on the judgment seat, 
his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing 
to do with that just man: for I have suffered many 
things this day in a dream because of him.”— 
Matthew 27:19. 


I earnestly wished to pursue the story of our Saviour’s 
trials previous to His crucifixion, but when I sat down to 
study the subject I found myself altogether incapable of the 
exercise. “When I thought to know this, it was too painful 
for me.”’ My emotions grew so strong, and my sense of our 
Lord’s grief became so extremely vivid, that I felt I must 
waive the subiect for a time. I could not watch with Him an- 
other hour, and yet I could not leave the hallowed scene. It 
was, therefore, a relief to meet with the episode of Pilate’s 
wife and her dream: it enables me to continue the thread of 
my narrative, and yet to relax the extreme tension of the feel- 
imgs caused by a near view of the Master’s grief and shame. 


My spirit failed before the ter- 
rible sight. I thought I saw Him 
brought’ back from Herod where 
the men of war had set Him 
at nought. I followed Him through 
the streets again as the eruel 
priests pushed through the crowd 
and hastened Him back to Pilate’s 
hall. I thought I heard them in the 


streets electing Barabbas, the rob- 
ber, to be set free, instead of 
Jesus, the Saviour, and I detected 
the first rising of that awful-cry, 
“Crucify, crucify,” which they 
shrieked out from their blood- 
thirsty throats: and there He 


stood, who loved me and gave{ 


Himself for me, like a lamb in 
the midst of wolves, with none 
to pity and none to help Him. 


The vision overwhelmed me, es- 
pecially when I knew that the 
next stage would be that Pilate, 
who had exculpated Him by de- 
claring, “I find no fault in him,” 
would give Him over to the tor- 
mentors that He might be scour- 
ged, that the mercenary soldiery 
would crown Him with thorns and 
mercilessly insult Him, and that 
He would be brought forth to the 
people and announced to them 
with that heart-rending word, ‘“Be- 
hold the man!” Was there ever 
sorrow like unto His’ sorrow? 
Rather than speak about it this 
day, I feel inclined to act like 
Job’s friends, of whom it is writ- 
ten, that at the sight of him “they 
lifted up. their voice, and wept; 
and sat ‘down with him’ upon 
the ground seven days and seven 


And he said unto him, 


life, keep the commandments. 


love thy neighbour a 
lack I yet? Jesus said unto him, 


treasure in heaven: and come 


Seldom, if then, do we meet 
someone who appears to have 
everything. And if. we should, it 
is likely we would never forget 
him. Perhaps that is the human 
reason three of the four Gospel 
writers tell us this story of the 
rich, young ruler. All that the 
world holds dear was his. Many 
would find it difficult to name a 
Single, worth-while thing he did 


Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, 
adultery, Thou shalt not: steal, Thou shalt not bear false 
witness, Honour thy father and thy mother: 


to. 
Pe 
oft 


“And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, 
what good thing shall I do, that I may have 


eternal lite? 


Why callest thou me good? there is 
none good but one, that is, God: 


but if thou wilt enter into 
He saith unto him, Which? 
Thou shalt not commit 


and, Thou shalt 


as thyself. The young man saith unto 
him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: 


what 
If thou wilt be perfect, go and 


sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 


and follow me. But when the 


young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for 

he had great possessions. Then said Jesus unto his disciples, 
Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into 
the kingdom of heaven.”’—Matt. 19 :16-23. 


not possess. The Gospel accounts 
tell us 

HE HAD WEALTH: Economics 
ally, he was on top of the world. 
How he got his wealth, we are 
not told. We only know he had it 
in lavish abundance, Luke says he 
was “very rich.” All three of the 
Gospels emphasize the fact of his 

(Continued on page 8) 


By Dr. 


“HAVE FAITH IN 
GUD 


John R. Rice 


21 chapters. ) 


“Have faith in God.’— 
11:6. 


Matt. 17:20. 


In this chapter I want to lay on 
your heart the enormous import- 
ance of faith. You will see that 
faith is the very first requirement 
for coming to God, and no one can 
please God without it; that we 
are commanded to have faith in 
God, that unbelief is therefore a 
wicked sin, rebuked by the Sav- 
iour, which all should confess and 
forsake with penitent hearts; and 
that everything God has is prom- 
ised in answer to the prayer of 
faith. Then second, we will see 


nights, and none. spake a word 
(Continued on page 5) 


what faith is and what it is not. 
And third, we will show how 


(From PRAYER—ASKING AND RECEIVING, a book 
which has been for 12 years America’s best seller on prayer. 


CHAPTER XII 


Mark 11:22. 
“Without faith it is tmpossible to please him.’’—Heb., 


“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin’’—Rom. 14:23 

“Tf ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall 
say unto this mountain, Remove hence to yonder place; and 
it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you”— 


— 


everyone who will may grow an 
abounding, masterful, conquering 
faith. 


I. The Great Importance 
of Faith 

1. You cannot please God with- 
out faith! Hebrews 11:6 Says, 

“But without faith it is impos- 
sible to please him: for he that 
cometh to God must believe that 
he is, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him.” 

You cannot come to God unless 

(Continued on page 9) 
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‘MARRIAG 


by William W. Orr, D.D. 


Pastor, Hope Union Church, 


Rosemead, 


California 


(NINTH ARTICLE IN SERIES) 


LET’S TALK ABOUT 
WEDDINGS 


Just what kind to have? Shall 
you “run off” and get married 
and save all the fuss and bother? 
Or, shall you have a “hurry up” 
ceremony In the preacher’s study? 
Or, shall you take time and 
thought and have a church wed- 
ding? 

Let's rule out the idea of e- 
loping. There’s something about 
an elopement that’s downright un- 
satisfactory, It cheats both girl and 
fellow out of one of the most soul 
satisfying experiences in. life. A 
wedding with all the ‘‘fixins” be- 
comes one of life’s most treasured 
memories. Then there’s the indu- 
bitable fact that the get-it-over-in- 


@-hurry type of ‘wedding just 
doesn’t produce marriages. that 
last. It’s cheap and mechanical 


and heartless. 

You see, marriage is a once-for- 
all proposition for the’ Christian. 
You'll want to put your whole 
heart into it. Everything should 
be both prayerfully and meticulous- 
iy planned so that it will be a 
joy and a delight and become one 
' of the fondest memories of life. 
It'll take work, but it'll be worth 
it. 

Now, it’s nice to be married in 
your own home or garden if you 
have one. Many couples don’t. Or, 
Mother and Dad’s home might do 
if it’s not too small to accommo- 
date all your friends who rightly 
want to come. Most. homes, how- 
ever, do not lend themselves well 
enough. 


Then, there’s something delight- 
ful and soul-compensating about 
a church wedding. You see, mar- 
riages for Christian young people 
are certainly planned in Heaven 
(Ps. 37:4,5), and surely they ought 
to be solemnized in a sanctuary 
dedicated to God's worship. Mar- 
riage is a spiritual union (Eph. 5: 
22-33). The hearts are tobe united. 
What better place than where the 
Word is preached, and praise and 
prayer are regularly heard? Add 
to this the unmistakable advant- 
age that church weddings produce 
marriages that are happier and 
last longer. 

The church wedding need not 
be elaborate. You can easily draw 
the line between modest dignity 
and ostentation. It’s not a fashion 


show you're having but one of the 
most sacred Christian services, It 
will help you to know what to 
do if you'll plan everything to 
please your most honored Guest, 
the Lord Jesus Himself, who will 
surely come ..-. . if you'll invite 
Him—(Rev. ..3:20,21; John = 2:2- 
11). 


THE CEREMONY 

Of course you'll want to have 
an unhurried chat with vour min- 
ister. previous to the wedding. 
He'll talk to you both right out 
of his heart and his experience. 
You'll want to think together of 
the seriousness of the step as well 
as the thrill and joy. He’ll inquire 
very definitely as to whether both 
of you are truly born again. All 
of you will want to see the ab- 
solute neccessity of consulting the 
Lord Jesus in all your plans. 

Now about the service itself. 
It should not be too brief. And 
don’t seek to omit the “obey” 
from the vows (Eph. 5:22; Col. 3: 
18.) For how can we omit what 
God has planned? The wedding 
ritual should be one rich with 
Seripture (Col. 3:16). The Lord’s 
blessing should be constantly in- 
voked. A double ring ceremony is 
preferable. The music should 
harmonize with the _ spirituality 
of the theme. Flowers, candles 
decorations should all bein the 
spirit of quiet, spiritual reverence. 

Questions about order, proce- 
dure and custom should al! be 
referred to the bride. In a certain 
sense, this is particularly her ser- 
vice. Nothing should be allowed 
which detracts from the reveren- 
tial seriousness of the occasion. 
Care should be exercised in the re- 
ception which follows the service, 
that the informality does not de- 
generate into course. jocularity. 
Photographers should be restrain- 
ed. A real criterion as to the 
rightness or wrongness of any- 
thing is to remember constantly 
the gracious presence of your 


special Guest, the Lord Jesus 
(John 2:2). 
One thing that ought to be 


definitely ruled out is the after 
wedding wild auto race with tin 
cans rattling and horns screaming. 
Not only are life and limb en- 
(Continued bottom next column) 
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By Grace Rice MacMullen 


I had a very pleasant visit this 
week with the beloved song writer 
and pastor, Rev. Wendell P. Love- 
less. I went to get permission from 
him for us to sing his song “Jesus, 
Oh What a Name” for a record to 
be offered during Letter Month. 
(Maybe I'm jumping the gun a 
little, but do watch for announce- 
ment about the unusual free book 
for letter month, and this brand 
new recording which will be a spe- 
cial offer. Watch for details next 
week!). He very graciously gave 
permission to use the song, and 
told me that he never had tried 
to make money from his music. 
“There is that which withholdeth 
more than is meet,” he quoted, 
“but it tendeth to poverty. The 
liberal soul shall be made fat’ 
(Prov. 11:24; 25). 

I told him how I had been think- 
ing about his song “Precious Hid- 
ing Plaee,”’ written many years 
ago, (1928). It is one of the most 
popular, and one of the most often 
sung, of any gospel duets ever writ- 
ten. How much blessing it has 
brought during these 27 years! 

Then he told me a most inter- 
esting thing. That was the first 
gospel song he ever wrote. Fur- 
thermore, he wrote it and another 
famous duet, “Only Glory By and 
By” in the same day. Both of 
them flowed from the pen easily 
and freely—just as they float 
forth when sung today by lovely 
voices. 

What a magnificent talent, and 
how thrillingly given over to God! 


E. O. Sellers Writes About 
Charles Wesley 


I enjoyed an article recently 
in The Free Methodist by Ernest 
©. Sellers, about Charles Wesley, 
“A Singing Bird.” Dr. Sellers was 
an old friend of my dad’s, and a 
real authority on church music. 
He graduated from Moody Bible 
Institute in 1897, and was profes- 
sor emefitus of New Orleans Bap- 
tist Theological Seminary, at the 
time of his death. He wrote many 
beloved gospel songs, including 
“Wonderful Jesus” and “Thy Word 
Have I Hid in My Heart.” 


The life of Charles Wesley is a 
fascinating one. So prolific a writ- 
er was he that everywhere he 
went he wrote. Once he arrived at 
the home of a friend on horseback, 
the horse panting and Wesley out 
of breath. He pulled up, jumped 
off, and ran into the house shout- 
ing, “A pen! A pen! Give me a 
pen for I have a hymn,” 

Wesley’s father, Samuel, set 
the tradition by writing hymns. 
One of his, ‘Depth of Mercy, Can 
It Be,” is still used, and the story 
is told that when it was newly 
written, Wesley took it to a crim- 
inal who was condemned to die. 
He trusted Christ and was saved 
through the hymn, and went to the 
gallows singing it! John Wesley 
also wrote hymns, but to Charles 
the laurels for writing the most, 
totalling more than six thousand! 

Here is the article by Dr. Sell- 
ers. Read it and enjoy it! 


“A Singing Bird” 
Charles Wesley, born at -Ep- 
worth, England, December 18, 
1807, was one of nineteen children 


dangered, but worse still, the 
spiritual atmosphere of life’s most 
treasured scene is forever dam- 
aged. The new couple should be 
allowed to leave in peace, with 
the echo of their vows and the 
heartfelt good wishes of their 
friends lingering in their hearts. 
And if rice must be thrown “a 
heathen custom not at all in 
place in a Christian wedding) it 
should never be thrown in the 
church building. 


The memory of a lovely wed- 
ding is a heart treasure which 
never tarnishes. Do not allow any- 
thing to come in to mar this mem- 
ory. Keep all things in» harmony 
with your deep love for Christ 
(John 21:15-17). 


(From 32-page pamphlet, price 25c. Pub- 


lished by Van Kampen Press. Used b 
permission.) 


Editor Accused of - 
“Gambling Campaign’ 


Pastor Victor M. Knodell of 
Wappapello, Missouri, writes to 
tell how a brother minister on the 
radio is disturbed because my 
books and pamphlets have been 
widely spread in that area. Broth- 
er Knodell is grieved to hear this 
other minister criticise THE SWORD 
OF THE LorD, and he writes, “His 
blast today was about your ser- 
mon contest. He said that you 
were conducting a gambling cam- 
paign in offering $1,000 to a man 
for the best sermon. I feel as I 
have recommended your paper all 
over this area-and that you have 
a lot of readers here, it would 
be profitable for you and the 
cause of true Bible evangelism to 
answer his charges.” 

Well, not mainly to answer our 
unknown brother’s charges, but 
principally to get good men to 


born into a Church of England | 
minister’s family which has been 
called a “nest of singing birds.” He | 
had one of the world’s most fam- | 
ous mothers and received a fine 
education at Oxford along with his 
older brother John. The two are 
reported as walking the fields 
while at Oxford and singing songs | 
and hymns. 

The brothers were ordained and 
came to America, John as a min- | 
ister and Charles as secretary to 
Governor Oglethorp of Georgia. 
They did not remain quite a year. | 
On their way home they met on 
shipboard some Moravian mission- | 
aries, and each was led to “find 
peace. with God.” Evangelism at 
once seized them and projected 
them into the lives of incessant. 
labors, resulting in the great 
Methodist movement. When the 
two “got religion,” it made them. 
sing as few Christian leaders in all 
history. | 

Charles at once began to exer-| 
cise his God-given poetic talent. | 
“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to. 
Sing” was written on the first| 
anniversary of his conversion. He | 
wrote a hymn practically every | 
day, taking no time to polish them. 
This resulted in much of his work 
being crude and long since for-| 
gotten. He died at the age of, 
eighty-one, physicians testifying | 
that they could find no cause for | 
death except “old age and weak- | 
ness due to a strenuous life.” 


During their sensational labors | 
the brothers suffered much from | 
the clergy of the established | 
church. Many of Charles Wesley’s | 
hymns were not widely accepted 
until after his death. Probably | 
his most famous, “Jesus, Lover. 
of My Soul,” though written with- 
in two years after his conversion, | 
was not included in John’s 
‘Hymns Collected for the People 
Called Methodists” (containing 
222 hymns). John thought the. 
word “Lover” was too sentimen- | 
tal. It did not appear in any. 
Methodist hymnal until after the 
death of Charles. | 

There are three conflicting 
stories told as to the origin of 
this great hymn: One that a bird, | 
escaping from a hawk, flew into | 
the room where Charles was work- | 
ing. Another that he wrote while 
secreted in a hedge to escape a, 
mob. Lastly, that it was written | 
on board a ship during a severe 
storm. “None of these stories has 
been substantiated” (McCutchen.) 

The simplicity of Charles Wes- 
ley’s hymns is remarkable. In “Je-. 
sus, Lover of My Soul,” 156 out) 
of 188 words have only one syl-' 
lable, and Jesus is presented as a | 
refuge, pilot, lover, wing, and/| 
fountain of healing. As first writ- | 
ten, Wesley used “Jesu” instead | 
of Jesus. | 

The truths of the Gospel passed | 
through the crucible of his exper- | 
ience to become more poetical and. 
reached a broader range of emo-| 
tions. An English historian as- 
serts that more people were won | 
to the Wesleyan “Societies” by. 
the songs of Charles than by the. 
sermons of John. | 

Time is a great eliminator. Of 
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the more than 6,000 hymns Charles 


Wesley is reputed to have writ- 
ten, less than fifty are found 


in the latest Methodist hymnal. || 
Some have criticized him for | 
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write for THE SworpD OF THE Lord 
we mention this matter, 


THE SworD OF THE LorRD will 
award $1,600 for best sermong 
received in the second annual con-= 
test of sermons on vital topics, 
which closes June 1,. 


We invite qualified, sound Gos« 
pel preachers who are willing to 
do the hard work and prayer 
necessary, to submit sermons that 
will fit under the general headg 
of (1) Modernism; (2) Catholi- 
cism and Cults; (3) Worldliness; 
(4) Communism and Socialism}; 
(5) The Bible and Science or Des 
fense of the Faith. There will be 
the first prize of $250; four other 
first prizes of $150 each. There 
will be five $100 prizes and five 
$50 prizes. Sermons must bé 
double spaced, .typewritten, on one 
side of the page only, For further 
instructions write Sword of the 
Illinois. 


Is this a “gambling campaign’ ? 


Certainly not. We want a certain 
possible grade 


of God. We offer to pay for it, 


'Godly men who are willing to do 


the work for Christ offer their ser- 


| vices. Those that we can use, we 
will accept and pay for on the 


basis of merit. The quality will 


ibe carefully judged by competent 


men. Those manuscripts we can 
use, we will buy; others we will 
not a matter of 
chance. 


Is it wrong to pay men for sers 


mons for THE SworpD OF THE LORD? 


Certainly not. The Bible Itself 
plainly says, “They that preach 
the gospel should live of the gos- 


pel” (I Cor. 9:14). It is according 


to the plain commands of the 


Bible that men who preach should 
receive the support of those who 


are blessed by their preaching. Any 
farmer who sells wheat to feed 
people’s bodies ought not to criti« 
cize us for paying. a preacher 
who helps us get out the Bread of 
Life. Always these sermon cons 


tests have done good, not harm, 


In every case the sermon published 
was worth the amount paid for 
it, and was greatly used to the 
blessing of God’s people, to the 
winning of souls, and to the glory 
of God. 


We hope that the _ strongest 
preachers in America and in for- 
eign countries will send sermons 
for this contest. They must be 
in our hands by June 1. This $1,600 
will be awarded soon thereafter 
where it is deserved in the opinion 
of the judges. 

Address Sword of the 


Lord, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


, oe 


Wesley hymns which cover every 
great Christian emotion or ex« 
perience. His contributions were 
broad and realistically vital. They 
have so long been in use that his 
fame will remain so long as “I 
Know That My Redeemer Liv- 


eth,” “Christ the Lord is Risen 
Today,’ “Oh, for a Thousand 
Tongues to Sing,” “Depth of 


Mercy, Can There Be,” “Blow Ye 
the Trumpet, Blow,” ‘Love Divine, 
All Love Excelling,” ‘‘Ye Servants 
of God, Your Master Proclaim,” 
and all the rest remain with which 
Christian believers can express 
their praises and thanksgiving. 
The Christian world owes a great 
debt of gratitude to God for the 
life and work of Charles Wesley. 
—Ernest O. Sellers, reprinted in 
The Free Methodist. 
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Part of the great crowd which heard Jack Shuler team at Hutchinson, Kansas, 
in the 6,000 seat Milliondollar Sports Arena 


Aah,» 


General Mac Arthur 


Statesman, Patriot, Christian 


By Dr. Bob Shuler 
Editor, The Methodist Challenge 


The “Grand Old General’ 


Los Angeles entertained and 
honored her most illustrious visi- 
tor in late January and heard 
words of challenge and wisdom un- 
excelled. General Douglas Mac- 
Arthur and his most attractive 
wife flew in through the gathering 
fog, which closed in immediately 
and did not permit another plane 
to land for 12 hours. It was Doug- 
Jas MacArthur’s birthday and the 
City of the Angels never celebrat- 
ed one as it did this one. From the 
moment of his landing, in the early 
night, until he boarded the plane 
and flew away, it was one tremen- 
dous ovation. MacArthur spoke 
three times, the radios and tele- 
vision carrying his messages to the 
thousands who could not person- 
ally hear him. He is older and the 
burdens of service and disappoint- 
ment, to say nothing of the in- 
gratitude of those who sent him to 
his job, have weighed heavily 
upon him. He is the one Gencral 
of all time who was not permitted 
to win the victory that he earned 
and could have had. 


His Blood Is Still Red 


The blood of this ‘Old Soldier” 
Btill runs red. He is for peace but 
he is not a pacifist. He is not for 
peace at the-surrender of human 
freedom. He is not for ‘peaceful 
co-existence” with an ideology that 
has murdered its millions and is 
getting ready to murder its tens of 
millions. He is not “for progressive 
moderation” in dealing with the 
butchers of mankind. Any man 
honestly listening to the General 
would have decided that his desire 
for peace and for contented, happy 
humanity upon the earth was up- 
permost in his heart’s desire, and 
yet the path to that goal, in Mac- 


spirit to where he knows the way. 
God forgive us for not listening 
to him, and following him! Possib- 
ly it is too late for hope, but what 
a chance Eisenhower had when he 
came into power in Washington. 
He could have called MacArthur 
to his side and the team would 
have been possibly the strongest 
the world ever knew. 


He Flew Back to New York 


General MacArthur flew back to 
New York, leaving behind him a 
great Western City that humbly 
thanked God he had come again 
our way. For one thing we are 
tremendously thankful: This “Old 
Soldier’ still has courage. In his 
address at the unveiling of his 
bronze “statue, he spoke of “the 
Living God who died for us on the 
cross of Calvary.” More than once 
while in Los Angeles he acknowl]- 
edged his faith in the Prince of 
Peace, in whom his hope is ground- 
ed. It took courage to stand before 
the thousands and affirm his belief 
that Jesus Christ is God, the res- 
urrected Christ, alive forevermore, 
and His death on Calvary was for 
our redemption. A Jewish Rabbi 
prayed the closing prayer and a 
good one, but with no mention of 
Christ, of course. However that 
great throng had heard words of 
faith and affirmation fall from the 
lips of a truly large man. Little 
men would have evaded the issue. 
Hail, General MacArthur! This 
nation will never see the like of 
you again! God made just one! 


— 


Wonderful Salvation 
Through “What Must 
| Do to Be Saved?” 
Booklet 


Evangelist Oscar Wells writes 
the following thrilling story: 


Dear Dr. Rice: 


Recently in a revival in North 
Carolina I was’ staying in the 
Central Hotel in Leaksville, 
North Carolina. The colored port- 
er, after we became acquainted, 
showed me a copy of your tract, 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
which a lady had given him some 
time before. Then he told me 
of his conversion. Soon after he 
was given this tract or book- 
let, he became very sick and 
thought he would die. Of course, 
he wanted to be ready to meet 
the Lord; so he carefully went 
through this booklet to learn 
the way of eternal life. As a 
result, he took Christ as his 
Saviour and now knows he is 
ready to go. 

I too have found from meet- 
ing to meeting where I have 
used “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” that the Lord has bless- 
ed through its use. 

Daily, Dr. Rice, I remember to 
praise the Lord for you and 
pray”He will continue to bless 
your wonderful ministry. 

Yours in Christ \ 
(Signed) Oscar Wells 


If you want a copy of this 24- 
page booklet, you may have one 
free. Some 7 million copies have 
been printed in English and other 
millions in some 20 foreign langu- 
ages. Only the English and Spanish 
copies are available from THE 
SWORD OF THE LorpD. Write for 
one free copy in either English 
or Spanish. Copies in English $2 
per hundred; in Spanish, $3 per 
hundred. 


Billy Graham Madison 


it Ae 


Hutchinson, Kansas, has recent- 
ly experienced its most outstand- 


Jack Shuler team. The crusade 
and ran through three weeks with 


nearly a hundred thousand in at- 
tendance and twelve hundred re- 


sands who heard him on the suc- 
cess of their mecting and we hope 
his plans will permit an extended 
visit to New York soon.” 

Many other New York news- 
papers paid tribute to the success 
of the meeting, the occasion of 


rally of Jack Wyrtzen’s Word of 
Life. 

John Ferris, staff writer of the 
New York World-Telegram. des- 


tion wrote one of the outstanding 
accounts when he said: 

“They came slowly and at first 
hesitatingly, tiny figures that stir- 
red in the dim upper balconies to 
make their way down into the 
brilliant lights. Patiently moved 
by the experience, they were un- 
ashamed and in the faces of all, 
after a few moments after their 
tears had been wiped away there 
was a quiet dignity of peace.’ 


son Square Garden rally Mr. Gra- 
ham together with several other 
members of his team left on the 
train for Washington, D. C., where 
preparation was made for the 
Sunday Hour of Decision broad- 
east that originated in the nation’s 
capital. Nine and eleven o'clock 
Sunday morning found Dr. Gra- 
ham in the pulpit of the National 
Presbyterian Church of which Dr. 
Edward L. R. Elson is the pastor. 
This is the church where President 
and Mrs. Eisenhower attend regu- 
larly and where they are members. 
Crowds gathered before each ser- 
vice and stood in the rain. At 
the eleven o'clock service at the 
close of the message, Mr. Graham 
stepped down from the pulpit and 
walked down to the President and 


es J ack Shuler Leads 


Glorious Kansas Crusade 
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ing revival in history with the! pundred ty 


for souls began on February 6th | 


‘and 


ee 


corded decisions for Christ. Three 
‘felve answered the call 
on a single night to dedicate their 
lives to Christ for full-time Chris- 
tian service. The budget expenses 
were met on the tenth night of 
the campaign, and more than 
eight thousand dollars was given 
for missions, Youth for Christ and 
other worthy Christian  enter- 
prises. On many nights a poll of 
the audience revealed that people 
from as many as a hundred towns 
from many different states 


were in attendance, some having 


which was a fifteenth anniversary | 


four hundred 
God’s working 


driven three and 
miles to witness 
in revival power. 

The entire 


final service of the 


| campaign was filmed, and the mo- 


eribing the response to the invita- | 


Immediately following the Madi- | 


| 
; 
} 


tion picture will soon be made 
available to churches in Ameri- 
can cities, as well as abroad. The 
film was done by a Kansas City 
film corporation called, Christian 
Films Inecn at the actual cost of 
the materials. 

Forty-eight ministers were on 
the platform at the initial service 
representing twenty-eight deno- 
minations. Many more pastors en- 
tered into the harvest of souls dur- 
ing the three weeks. 


One of the most spectacular 
features of the crusade was the 


ichoir of 1,000 voices conducted by 


Don DeVos. Bob Anderson and 


‘Sammy Allred, full-time members 


| 
| 
| 


} 
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of the Shuler staff, were heard 
nightly on the instruments and 
the vocal. At a meeting of the 
cooperating ministers, it was unan- 
imously agreed that the Shuler 
team be asked to return for an 
other campaign at their earliest 
convenience. This announcement 
to the audience was received with 
overwhelming applause. 

The Shuler Team is luled 
to open their next campaign in 
Tucson, Ariz., on April 10th. Their 
crusade in King’s Hall in Bel- 
fast, Ireland, has been set for J 


sche 


JUNne 


112 through July 10. Prayer has 


Square Garden 
Meeting 


Arthur’s estimation, is not paved 
; with yellow cowardice and sordid 

self-interest. That was clear. This 
4 old Arkansas boy who has become 


j 'been requested. by all those bur- 
Mrs. Eisenhower, shook hands | qoned for revival in the British 
with them and accompanied them | ycjes. Kine’s Hall has a reported 


out of the church to their wait- 


the world’s living synonym for 
every .attribute of glorious man- 
hood that is Christian, loyal, 
courageous and true,.stood among 
his friends and admirers like a 
great oak, unscathed. In spite of 
the treatment accorded him by his 
own nation, he was still tall, stout- 
hearted and strong. 


That Big “Little Word” 


As we listened to this prophet 
of these bitter, testing days, we 
could not escape the fact that if 
his advice had been heeded, Com- 
munist China would never have 
been. If he had been permitted to 
fight through to victory, we would 
have been saved the humiliation 
and disgrace of the abortive armis- 
tice that shamefully closed out the 
Korean war, without victory. 
Moreover, Indo-China would never 
have been the stage for a second 
abortion, as shameful as the first. 
Nor would we be at this moment 
involved in a war of nerves and 
possibly bullets in the waters about 
Formosa. Nor would all Asia be 
tottering toward destruction, if 
Communism can have her way. 
General Douglas MacArthur has 
come over a half century of tutor- 
ing in the Far East, that has whet- 
ted his brilliant mind and patriotic 


An estimated 22,000 people jam- 
med Madison Square Garden ser- 
vice: Thursday night, March 3. 
The people began gathering before 
noon with the meeting scheduled 
to begin at 7:30 P.M. The stadium 
officials locked the doors at 7:00 
P.M. with some 8,000 people stand- 
ing outside in the rain on 49th 
Street where buses originally were 
scheduled to be parked. 

Mr. Graham preached a simple 
message, “You are a sinner—The 
wages of sin is death—Christ took 
your place on the cross—He died 
for you—-Turn your life over to 
Him—He will give you. peace in 
your soul.” Over 1,500 walked the 
aisles in the huge arena to find 
Christ as their personal Saviour. 
Nearly a_ thousand raised their 
hands on the outside as Mr. Gra- 
ham addressed them briefly before 
he gave the main address in the 
Madison Square Garden meeting. 
Dr. John Wimbish, pastor of New 
York’s Calvary Baptist Church, 
who led in the opening prayer re- 
marked, “New York has never 
seen anything like this.” 


The New York papers carried 
front page pictures and stories 
of the meeting and the overflow 
crowds. 


The New York Times said, “It 
is probably the most. decorous 
crowd that the big auditorium 
which is generally used for sports 
events had ever seen.” 

The leading editorial of the New 
York Journal stated, “Billy Gra- 
ham’s first major religious rally in 
New York was an overwhelming 
success. You have to go back 
twenty-one years to Billy Sun- 
day’s last appearance here to find 
anything comparable. ‘The Billy 
Graham rally was, if you like, a 
phenomenon in both meanings of 
the word in natural fact and in 
the experience of unique signifi- 
cance,” 

“And it was an event of out- 
standing significance because, as 
we see it, it Was one more sign 
of the revival of the religious 
spirit. And the tension of today 
and the possible destructive hor- 
rors of the future embodied in that 
monstrous cylinder known as the 
H-bomb, men and women are turn- 
ing to God for comfort and guid- 
ance and peace.” 

“Certainly an alliance of men 
and nations with God would be 
truly a grand alliance. We con- 
gratulate Mr. Graham and thou- 


, 


ing car. Sunday evening before 
leaving for Asheville and home 
Mr. Graham was guest on “Meet 
the Press” NBC radio and televi- 
sion. That was perhaps one of the 
most remarkable press meetings 
ever held on radio and television. 
Mr. Graham left together with 
Rev. Grady Wilson, Mr. Cliff Bar- 
rows, Mr. Beverly Shea, Dr. Paul 
Rees of Minneapolis and Dr. Paul 
Maddox on the French Line, Lib- 
erte, for Glasgow, Scotland. The 
campaign began March 21 and 
runs for six weeks of time, to 
be followed by ten days in Wem- 
bley Stadium, London, and a num- 
ber of major cities on the Contin- 
ent during the month of June. 


Memo=-- 


Important 


WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 


THE Lorp, five weeks before the 
change is to take effect. Copies that 
we address to your old address will 
not be delivered by the Post Office 
unless you pay them extra postage. 
Avoid this unnecessary expense by 
notifying us five weeks in advance. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Subscription Dept. 


214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, III. 


Please report both new and old ad-. 
dresses directly to TH&r Sworp or) 


capacity of 20,000. A choir of some 
2,000 voices has already been or- 
ganized in readiness for Don De- 
Vos and his musical program. ‘The 
Jack Shuler téam will be composed 
of a personnel of sixteen musi- 
cians, advanee men and evangel- 
ists. 


Tracts... 


... written by a converted Priest 
to gain Roman Catholics to Christ. 


The Priest Who Found Christ 
The Protestant Purgatory 
The Roman Catholic Bible Says 


Doubts of a Priest 
75 for $1.00 — 200 for $2.00 
Same or assorted —- from 
THE CONVERT 
P. O. Box 90 — Clairton, Penna, 


LAKE GENEVA 
YOUTH CAMP 


“One Wonderful Camp” .. . 
Camp They Come Back To.”’ 


. the 


A Bible camp on this famous. beauti- 
ful Wisconsin lake. Boys and virls ‘jn 
alternate Sixth 
cessful year. Church groups welcomed, 
Programmed recreation, fun and good 
food. Make early reservations, Pictured 
folder FREE, Write today! Address— 
STANLEY E. ENGSTROM, Director 
7134-S Peterson Ave., Chicago 31, Hl. 


2-week periods, 
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. Speakers at Seminar on Evangelism at Bob Jones University, Green- 
ville, South Carolina, June 1-3 (Left to right): Dr. Robert M. Parr, Dr. 
Walter L. Wilson, and Rev. Horace F. Dean. 


Christ for America to Conduct 
Seminar on Evangelism at 


bop Jones 


CHRIST FOR AMERICA, na- 
tional spiritual awakening move- 
ment, will sponsor June 1-3 its 
third seminar on soul winning and 
visitation evangelism during 1955 
at the Bob Jones University in 
Greenville, South Carolina. Ses- 
sions will be held in Rodeheaver 
Auditorium. 


Invitations are being extended 
by radio and mail and in other 
ways toapproximately 1,000 
churches of the surrounding area, 
and the School will prepare to 
accommodate all who come, fur- 
nishing room and board at the 
very moderate rate of $3.00 per 
day. Large drive-in crowds are 
expected also to attend from the 
city of Greenville and nearby 
communities. 


Dr. Robert M. Parr, Pastor of 
Gilead Baptist Church, Detroit, 
and Dr. Walter L. Wilson, M. D., 
of Kansas City, will deliver the 
: seminar’s lectures. Dr. Parr’s 
chureh is one of America’s out- 
standing Christian centers, and has 
had a phenomenal growth dur- 
ing its short 14 years. Beginning 
with a mere handful of 14 mem- 
bers, under Dr. Parr’s leadership 
this church now has some 9,000 
members and a Sunday School 
of nearly 4,000. Dr. Parr will tell 
during the seminar how this was 
accomplished, and will show pic- 


University 


tures on Thursday night, June 2nd, 
depicting the growth from this 
insignificant beginning. 

Dr. Wilson is regarded as one 
of the nation’s outstanding Bible 
teachers, and is the author of a 
score of books, some of which have 
been best-sellers. He is widely 
sought after as a convention 
speaker, and shortly after the semi- 
nar dates will be leading a fly- 
ing seminar to the Holy Land. 

Mr. Horace F. Dean, President 
of CHRIST FOR AMERICA with 
headquarters at Chicago, will mod- 
erate the Seminar. Music will be 
furnished by talented members of 
the Bob Jones University staff and 
student-body. 

The Seminar period will open on 
Wednesday evening, June Ist, with 
dinner served at 5:30 P. M., and 
both Dr. Parr and Dr. Wilson | 
will speak that evening. There will 
be morning, afternoon, and evening 
sessions on Thursday and Friday. 

The Seminar will be open to) 
any who desire to attend, and 
advance registration must be made 
by addressing —SEMINAR, Bob 


and divided. Of course, the war 


No Smiling 
Faces in Korea 


By Rev. T. K. Kang, Ph, D., 
Founder 
Korean Evangelical 
Movement, Inc. 


Late in 1951 I returned to my 
native land of Korea, after hav- 


ing been here in the United States oe : os 


for three years of study. Having 
come to the United States be- 
fore the Korean War started, I 
returned to a land that was torn 


was still raging when I returned 
to Korea, so I saw much of the 
suffering that befell the people 
during this terrible war. This was 
surely a land without hope both 
physically and_ spiritually. After 
much political wrangling the war 
ended, military peace had come os 
at last, but there was no real ae 
lasting and abiding peace in the 
hearts of the people of Korea. 
There is no smiling face in Korea 
today. 


The physical condition of Korea 


sterarscorstend 


Evangelist T. W. Wilson and TV director Bob Go 
enough, who was saved during the Fort Wayne meeting. 


= 
Good- 


: ~ - \T. W. Wilson Points the Way 


In Fort Wayne, Indiana, a city 
of 135,000 souls had a recent City- 
| wide Evangelistic Crusade, Febru- 

_ jary 27 through March 13, with 
}| Evangelist T. W. Wilson, and 
| party. 

Dr. Wilson, whose home is Do- 
than, Alabama, with prophetic 
fearlessness pronounced the im- 
pending doom of a city and nation 
whose gods are material interests. 
Song evangelist Herb Hoover, 
readily sensitive to his audience 
and the voice of the Holy Spirit, 


Dr. Kang, graduate of Bob Jones 


of the Lord Jesus Christ which 
would bring peace to the hearts 
of a war-shattered people who 
have no smiling faces. 

Yes, God has truly blessed the 
work of the Korean Evangelical 
Movement in Korea, We are stand- 
ing true to the Lord and doing 
the job that He is leading us to do. 

However, my good Christian 
friends in America, we need your 
help. Korea has nothing physical- 
tian leaders had been killed by ly. But Korea needs the Gospel 


the war. Yes, Korea needed the | message, first, in this hour. I hope 
message of Christ. It was my hope | that you will be able to give to 
and prayer that the Korean Evan-| help keep our work going in that 
gelical Movement would rise to) needy land. Korea needs your 
meet this challenge of the hour. | prayers. Korea needs your help. 


“In the effort to rebuild an ag-|If God leads you to contribute 


University, friend of the editor, 
founder of the Korean Evangelical 
Movement. 


was at the lowest ebb, and the 
moral conditions brought about 
by the war was something that 
the land of Korea had not known 
before. The spiritual life of Korea 
was in need of rebuilding due to| 
the fact that many Korean Chris- 


Jones University, Greenville, South 
Carolina. A printed schedule is 
available and may be had by'| 
writing to CHRIST FOR AMERI- 
CA, 542 So. Dearborn Street, Chi- 
cago 5, Illinois, or the University. 


T have just received a letter 
and a check for $5 from the parent 
of a former Bob Jones University 
student from which I quote: “I 
still keep in touch with Bob Jones 
University through The FELLOW- 
SHIP NEWS and THE SworpD OF 


THE Lorp. I do remember you 
and all connected with your work 
in my prayers. Wish I could send 
a big check often to help more 
than I have been able to do for 
if it had not been for the gifts 
of Christian friends toward the 
Student Loan Endowment Fund, 
my daughter, D-———, could not 
have graduated from your wonder- 
ful school.” 


There are people on the mis- 
sion field, men in evangelistic 
work, Christian school teachers, 
and many other people in differ- 
ent walks of life who could never 
have come to Bob Jones Univer- 
sity and would not have been 
trained for such wonderful Chris- 
tian leadership if it had not been 


gressive Christian leadership, the | in some way, you can send all 
Korean Bible College was started | contributions to our Treasurer in 


‘In Seoul, and the Rural Gospel this country, Mr. C. A. Rowland, 


School started in Yongin, 80 miles! Korean Evangelical Movement, 
south of Seoul. Our task was to|Inc., P.O. Box 351, Athens, Geor- 
train young men and women to! gia. Please do what you can right 
go forth into a needy land with| away. May the Lord bless you 
the message of the saving grace! abundantly. 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 
3 3 By the Editor 


Nation's Happiest City Finds 
True Happiness 


5 


Over 50 were converted in revi- 
val services in the Grace Mennonite 
Fund. Brethren-in-Christ Church, Chest- 

Remember the three things/ er, Pennsylvania, with EVANGEL- 
that you can do for us. First, | 1ST HUGH F. PYLE of Wheaton, 
pray daily and earnestly. It is my | Llinois, doing the preaching. There 
sincere opinion that God is on|Seemed to be a spirit of genuine 
Bob Jones University campus this | Tevival in the church and a great 
year as He has never-been be-|Many family altars were begun. 
fore. Second, please help us line | Special children’s rallys were held 
up the right kind of students who | nightly in addition to special ses- 
can be trained for the right kind |Sions with the older young people 
of Christian leadership. We are|0n the subject of “love, courtship 
endeavoring to select the students and marriage.” Willard Cassel is 
more carefully year by year. You | Pastor of this church. 
can help us in this particular. 
You understand we have no prob-| make room for more students. We 
lem getting students, but we want | will be counting on you, and we 
to be sure that they are the right | believe you are going to stand by 
kind of students. Third, you can) us because we are working for the 
invest some of the Lord’s money, Lord Jesus Christ, and God is 
in Bob Jones University. Remem- | blessing in such an abundant way; 
ber, this will be divided three|so let us hear from you please. 


ways. Remember our missionary BOB JONES. FOUNDER 


program, remember the Student 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
Loan Endowment Fund, and re- GREENVILLE, §. C. 


for the Student Loan Endowment 


member our expansion program. 
We must have more building and (Advertisement) 


| 


EVANGELIST HUGH F. PYLE 
of Wheaton, Illinois, led revival 
services March 8-20 in the Brent 
Baptist Church, Pensacola, Flor- 
ida, where Dolphus Price is pastor. 
Evangelist Pyle was pastor of this 
church for 5 years until 1951. 

In this revival there were forty 
or more saved, several hundred 
who pledged to have Christian 
homes and family altars, a great 
many rededications of life and sev- 
eral additions to the church by 
letter. Sunday School attendance 
reached a new high and the pastor 
spoke of the the most gratifying 
crowds at a revival in Brent for 
several years. There was a daily 
radio broadcast and a number of 
special Dramatized story Hours for 
children, 

* * . 

The Bethel Baptist Church in 
Leaksville, North Carolina, has as 
its evangelist February 28-March 6 
Sword Staff EVANGELIST J. OS- 
CAR WELLS. This was a return 


(Continued on page 5) - 


created an atmosphere of desire 
and openheartedness toward God's 
Word. 

Many found the Source of true 
happiness during this campaign— 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the 
world. Over 250 souls claimed to 
trust Christ, in prayer rooms fol- 


lowing 


the evening messages. 


Broken homes were reunited, one 
girl was saved from suicide, con- 
verted children ‘led parents to sal- 


vation, 36 young people 
"| heartedly dedicated their lives for 


whole- 


full-time Christian service. 


Not only is a new group of Fort 
Wayne citizens bubbling with the 
happiness of peace with God, but 
Heaven itself is rejoicing over re- 
pentant sinners! 


ORGAN SHOP 


MUSIC EVERYWHERE 


Suitcase organs, folds up, light weight, $185. 

Swiss Bells, 18 pes., imported, brass, rich tone $150. 
Electric reed church organ, regular size, just $795. 

Now no church need be denied, a new piano, just $568. 


Order today, everything guaranteed. 


3805*Fulton Rd., Canton, 9, Ohio 
“the churchmen’s. discount. house” Since 1929 


Clear-toneu 4-speed Record Fiayer 
16 rpm speed for Bible Records ... 


THE TALKING BIBLE 


COMPLETE NEW TESTAMENT (King 
James Version) Now Beautifully Read on 26 
Long-playing 16 RPM Unbreakable 7” Records 

only $19.95 
ADAPTER — For Playing Talking Bible 
Records on any 333 RPM or 3 Speed ar 


Player $! 
OLD TESTAMENT PORTIONS also Available 
—Psalms $7.00; Genesis $7.00; Prov., Eccl., Song 
Solomon $5.00: Judges & Ruth $4.00. 

with New 
a $22.95 


Send Check or M.O. — Satisfaction 


Guaranteed — Order Now — Ppd. 
Details on Request 


WENGER’S CHRISTIAN SUPPLY 


Box 45-S, Jackson, Kentucky 
(Distributor for The Talking Bible) 
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Please mention THE SWORD 


OF THE LORD when answer- 
ing advertisements. 
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(qi FOLDING CHAIRS 


°IN Steel’ or Wood 


FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


| im WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 


AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


\—-\ J.P. REDINGTON & CO. 


DEPT. 173 SCRANTON 2,PA. 


SOUTHLAND 


She Dustitute 


ees 


Offers—ONE YEAR PRACTICAL TRAIN- 
ING COURSE 
Three Year Diploma Course, ineludes: 
Bible, Song leading, Personal Evang., 
Christian Education, Bible Study Meth- 
ods, *Evangelistic Piano Playing, *Typing 
Approved for G.I. Bill 
Write for information 
*electives 


PIKEVILLE, 


KENTUCKY 
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With the Evangelists 


(Continued from page 4) 


engagement. Rev. Odell Hall, pas- 
tor, writes that there were many 
outstanding conversions, and with 
a record Sunday School attendance 
of 502 the last Sunday. The pastor 
talks much about the visitation 


of Dr. Wells in the homes, and. 


the fine work accomplished there. 


Rev, Hall is also pastor of the 
Good News Baptist Church at 


Madison, North Carolina. This 
church also had Dr. Wells— 
this time for the third time. 
“Each night we had _. overflow 
crowds and a large number 
of conversions,’ the pastor re- 
ports. 
* * * 


During the campaign at Pro- 


vidence Baptist Church of Nor- 


folk, Virgina, with EVANGELIST 
DOUGLAS WINN of Greensboro, 
Worth Carolina, the record Sunday 
School attendance was broken. 
One night three generations were 


converted when a_ grandmother! f 


nearly seventy years of age, her 
daughter over forty, and _ the 
granddaughter over twenty were 


all saved, Rev, Bill Brown is the 
pastor, 


The evangelist nies reports a 
record Sunday School attendance 
at a campaign just closed at Faith 
Church of Concord, North Carol- 
ina. Souls were saved in every ser- 
vice but one. John Tierney is pas- 
tor, 

2 ” ~ 


EVANGELIST EDDIE WAG-|@ 
NER was the evangelist in the | #3 


First Baptist Church, San Pedro, 
California, February 15-27. The 
pastor, Roy V. Nelson, reports: 
‘Added to the church by baptism 
—four; by letter—two .. . six 
backsliders came back to the Lord; 
six other first-time decisions for 
Christ, but did not join the church. 
Eddie preached in the Los Angeles 
County Jail for women. Twelve 
raised their hands to accept 
Christ . 


| Have you read the ads | 


The Dream of Pilate’s Wife 


(Continued from page 1) 


unto him: for they saw that his 
grief was very great.” 

We leave the ~Master a while 
to look at this dream of Pilate’s 
wife, which is only spoken of once 
in the Scriptures, and then by 
Matthew. I know not why that 
evangelist only should have been 
commissioned to record it; per- 
haps he alone heard of it; but the 
record is sufficient for our faith, 
and long enough to furnish food 
for meditation. We receive the 
story as certified by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Pilate throughout his term of 
office had grossly misbehaved him- 
self. He had been an unjust and 
unscrupulous ruler of the Jews. 
The Galileans and the Samaritans 
both felt the terror of his arms; 
for he did not hesitate to mas- 
sacre them at the slightest sign of 
revolt; and among the Jews them- 
selves he had sent men with dag- 
gers into the midst of the crowds 
at the great gatherings, and so had 
cut off those who were obnoxious 
to him. Gain was his object, and 
pride ruled his spirit. At the time 
when Jesus of Nazareth was 
brought before him a complaint 
against him was on the way to 
Tiberius the Emperor, and he fear- 
ed lest he should be called to ac- 
count for his oppressions, extor- 
tions, and murders. His sins at 
this. moment were beginning to 
punish him: as Job Would word it, 
“The iniquities of his heels com- 
passed him about.” 


One terrible portion of the pen- 
alty of sin is its power to force 
a man to commit yet further in- 
iquity. Pilate’s trangressions were 
now howling around him like a 
pack of wolves; he could not face 
them, and he had not grace to flee 
to the one great refuge; but his 
fears drove him to flee before 
them, and there was no way ap- 
parently open for him but that 
which led him into yet deeper a- 
bominations. He knew that Jesus 
was without a single fault, and yet 
since the Jews clamoured for His 
death he felt that he must yield 
to their. demands, or else they 
would raise another accusation a- 
gainst himself, namely, that he 
was not loyal to the sovereignty 
of Caesar, for he had allowed One 
to escape who had called Himself 
a king. If he had behaved justly 
he would not have to be afraid of 
the chief priests and scribes. Inno- 
cence is brave; but guilt is coward- 
ly. Pilate’s old sins found him out 
and made him weak in the presence 
of the ignoble crew, whom other- 
wise he would have driven from 
the judgment seat. 


The manner and the words of 
Jesus-had impressed Pilate. I say 
the manner of Jesus, for His 
matchless meekness must have 
struck the governor as being a 
very unusual thing in a prisoner. 
He had seen in captured Jews the 
fierce courage of fanaticism; but 
there was no fanaticism in Christ. 
He had also seen in many prison- 
ers the meanness which will do or 
say anything to escape from death; 
but he saw nothing of that about 
our’ Lord. He saw in Him unusual 
gentleness and humility combined 


with majestic dignity. He beheld 
submission blended with innocence. 
This made Pilate feel how awful 
goodness is. He was impressed— 
he could not help being impressed 
—with this unique sufferer. He 
felt that he himself was placed in 
a very extraordinary position, be- 
ing asked to condemn one whom he 
knew to be perfectly innocent. His 
duty was clear enough, he could 
never have had a question about 
that; but duty was nothing to 
Pilate in comparison with his own 
interests. He would spare the Just 
One if he could do so without en- 
dangering himself; but his coward- 
ly fears lashed him on to the 
shedding of innocent blood. 


At the very moment when he 
was vacillating, when he _ had 
proffered to the Jews the choice 
of Barabbas, or Jesus of Nazareth; 
-—-at that very moment, I Say, 
when he had taken his seat upon 
the bench, and was waiting for 
their choice, there came from the 
hand of God a warning to him, a 
warning which would for ever 
make it clear that, if he con- 
demned Jesus, it would be done 
voluntarily by his own guilty 
hands. Jesus must die by the 
determinate counsel and _ fore- 
knowledge of God, and yet it must 
be by wicked hands that He is 
crucified and slain; and hence Pi- 
late must not sin in ignorance. A 
warning to Pilate came from his 
own wife concerning her morn- 
ing’s dream, a vision of mystery 
and terror, warning him not to 
touch that just Person; “for,” said 


she, “I have suffered many things 
this day in a dream because of 


him,” 


I. God Uses Providence 


And, first, I call your attention 
to THE CO-OPERATION OF PROVIDENCE 
WITH THE WORK OF Gop. I call it 
the work of God to warn men 
against sin, and I call your atten- 
tion to providence working with it 
to bring the preventives and cau- 
tions of divine mercy home to 
men’s minds. 

For, first, observe the _ provi- 
dence of God in sending this dream. 
If anything beneath the moon may 
be thought to be exempt from law, 
and to be the creature of pure 
chance, surely it is a dream. True, 
there were in old time dreams in 
which God spake to men _ pro- 
phetically; but ordinarily they are 
the carnival of thought, a maze of 
mental states, a dance of. dis- 
order. The dreams which would 
naturally come to the wife of a 
Roman governor would not be 
likely to have much of tenderness 
or conscience in them, and would 
not, in all probability, of them- 
selves run in the line of mercy. 
Dreams ordinarily are the most 
disorderly of phenomena, and yet it 
seems that they are ordered of the 
Lord. I can well understand that 
every drop of spray which flashes 
from the wave when it dashes a- 
gainst the cliff has its appointed 
orbit as truly as the stars of heav- 
en; but the thoughts of men ap- 
pear to be utterly lawless, espec- 
ially the thoughts of men when 
deep sleep falleth upon them, As 


ble agony. 


Charles H. Spurgeon 


well might one foretell the flight 
of a bird as the course of a 
dream. Such’ wild fantasies 
seem to be ungoverned = and 
ungovernable. Many things. op- 
erate naturally to fashion a 
dream.» Dreams often owe their 
shape to the state of the body or 
the agitation of the mind. Dreams 
may, no doubt, be caused by that 
which transpires in the chamber of 
the house; a little movement of 
the bed caused by passing wheels, 
or the tramp of a band of men, or 
the passing of a domestic across 
the floor, or even the running of 
a mouse behind the wainscot, may 
suggest and shape a dream. Any 
Slight matter affecting the senses 
at such time may raise within the 
slumbering mind a mob of strange 
ideas. Yet whatever may have op- 
erated in this lady’s case, the hand 
of providence was in it all, and her 


° é 
mind, though fancy free, wandered. 


nowhere but just according to the 
will of God, to effect the divine 
purpose. Pilate must be warned, so 
that his sentence may be his own 
act and deed and that warning is 
given him through his7 wife’s 


_|dream. So doth Providence work. 


Note, next, the providence of 
God in arranging: that with this 
dream there should be great men- 
tal suffering. “I have suffered 
many things in a dream concern= 
ing him!” I cannot tell what vision 
passed before her mind’s eye, but 
it was one which caused her terri- 
A modern artist has 
painted a picture of what he im- 
agined the dream to be, but I 
shall not attempt to follow that 
great man in the exercise of fancy. 
Pilate’s wife may have realized in 
her sleep the dreadful spectacle of 
the thorn-crown and the scourge, 
or even of the crucifixion and 
the death-agony; and truly I 
know of nothing more calculated 
to make the heart suffer many 
things concerning the Lord Jesus 
than a glance at His death. Around 
the cross there gathers grief 
enough to cause many a sleepless 
night, if the soul has any tender- 
ness left in it. 


Or her dream may have been of 
quite another kind. She may have 
seen in vision the Just One com- 
ing in the clouds of heaven. Her 
mind may have pictured Him upon 
the great white throne, even the 
Man Whom her husband was a- 
bout to condemn to die. She may 
have seen her husband brought 
forth to judgment, himself a pris- 
oner to be tried by the Just One, 
who had aforetime been accused 
before him. She may have awoke, 
startled at the shriek of her hus- 
band as he fell back into the pit 


that knows no bottom. Whatever. 


it was, she had suffered repeated 
painful emotions in the dream, 
and she awoke startled and amaz- 
ed. The terror of the night was 
upon her, and it threatened to be- 
come a terror to her for all her 
days, and she therefore hastens 
to stay her  husband’s | hand. 
Now,: herein is the hand of God, 
and the simple story goes to prove 
that the wandering Zingari of 
dreamland are still under His con- 
trol, and He can cause them to 
produce distress and anguish, if 
some grand end is to be served 
thereby. 


Equally remarkable is it that 
she should have sent to her hus- 
band the message. “Have nothing 
to do with this just person.” Most 
dreams we quite forget; a few we 
mention as remarkable, and only 
now and then one is impressed 
upon us so that we remember it 
for years. Scarcely have any of 


you had a dream which made you 


send a message to a magistrate 
upon the bench, Such an intention 
would only be resorted to in an 
urgent case. Though the judge 
were your.own husband you would 


| be-very- hard pressed before you 
|}would worry him with your 


dreams while he was occupied with 
important public business. Mostly 
a dream may wait till business is 
over. But so deep was the impres- 
sion upon this Roman lady’s mind 
that she does not wait until her 
lord comes home, but sends to 
him at once. Her advice is urgent | 
—‘‘Have thou nothing to do with! 
this Just One.” She must warn 
him now, before he has laid a/| 
stroke on Him, much less imbrued | 


his hands in His blood. Not “have | working out the grand end. Yea, 


4 little to do and scourge Him, 


re Serr aE OTS 


well spoken, for this is the chfe? 
of all powers. When you and I go 
out to warn men of sin, we are not 
alone, all Providence is at our 
back, -When we preach Christ 
crucified, we are workers together 
with God; God is working with 
us aS well as by us. Everything 
that happens is driving towards 
the end for which we work, when 
we seek to convince men of sin and 
righteousness. 

Where the Spirit of God is, all 
,the forces of nature and provi- 
dence are mustered. The fall of 


| empires, the death of despots, the 


nothing to do with Him. Say not’ 


an unkind word, nor do Him any 
injury! Deliver Him from His ad- 
versaries! If He must die, let it be | 
by some other hand than thine! 
My husband, my husband, my hus- | 
band, I beseech thee, have nothing 
to do with this just Person. Let | 
Him alone, I pray thee!’ She 
words her message very emphati- 
cally: It shows a wonderful provi- 
dence of God that this lady was 


moved to send so strong a message } 


} 
| 


to her self-willed husband, to be- | 


seech, to intreat, to implore, al- 


this just Man go. O Providence, 
how mightily canst thou work! O 
Lord, the seraphim obey Thee, 
but Thou findest an equally willing 
servitor in a wife who, at Thy 
bidding, stands between her hus- 
band and a crime. 


Once more, about this provi- | 
dence I want you to notice the, 


peculiar time in which her warning \« 


came. It was evidently a dream 
of the morning: 
many things in a dream this day.” 
The day had not long broken— 
it was yet early in the morning. 
The Romans had a superstition 


that morning dreams are true. I} 
husband | 


suppose it was after her 


God, and the stones of the 


| uprise of nations, the making or 
‘the breaking of treaties, terrific 
wars and blighting famines, are all 


-and domestic matters, such as the 


and let Him go,” but “have thou | geath of children, the sickness of 


wives, the loss of work, the pover- 
ty of the family, and a thousand 
other things are working, work-~ 
‘ing, ever working, for the improve- 
“ment of men; and you and I, lend- 
ing our poor feebleness to co- 
operate with God, are marching 
with all the forces of the universe, 
Have comfort, then, in this. O 
workers for Jesus, suffering many 
things for Him, be of good cour- 
age, for the stars in their courses 
fight for the servants of the living 
fiela 


are in league with you. 
most demand of him, that he let | “8 


fy HE 
'ToO Gop. 
Pilate? How 


“T have suffered | 


a 


II. God Uses Conscience 
to Warn 


Secondly, I gather from this story 
ACCESSIBILITY OF CONSCIENCE 
How are we to reach 
are we to give him. 


warning? He has rejected the 
voice of Jesus and the sight of 
Jesus--eould not Peter be fetch- 
ed to expostulate. with him? 


(Continued on page 6) 
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had left her that she thus dream- | BQ 


ed. If I may 
state 


be allowed, 


a fact but to make a con- 


jecture, which seems to me most | 
probable, she was a dearly beloved | 


wife, but sickly, and therefore 
needed to rest further inthe day 
than her husband; and when he 
had left his couch she had yet an- 
other sleep, and being a sensitive 
person, and all the more likely to 
dream, she awoke from her morn- 
ing sleep oppressed with a terror 
which she could not shake off. Pi- 
late was gone, and she was told 
that he was in the judgment-hall. 
She asked her attendants why he 
was there so early, and they 


not to\w 


By Dr. Oswald J. Smith, 
famous missionary leader, 
pastor of Peoples Church, 

Toronto 


Introduction by Dr. Wilbur M. 
Smith ef Fuller Theological Semi- 
nary. 


Dr. Oswald Smith’s books 


have 


re- | had an enormous sale. As a devoted 


plied that there had been an un-| Bible believer, a simple preacher of 


usual clamour in the courtyard, for | 
the high priests and a mob of 
had been there, and the governor 
had gone out to them. They might 
perhaps, also tell her that Jesus| 
of Nazareth was brought there a'| 
prisoner, 
treating Pilate to put Him to 
death, though they had heard the 
governor say that he found no 
fault in Him. 


“Go,” she said to her maid, 


go at once to my husband, and say 
what I tell you. Let him speak 
aloud, that some of the cruel Jews 
may hear it, and be moved from 
their cruel purpose: let him Say 
that I implore my husband to have 
nothing to do with this just Per- 
son, for I have suffered many 
things this very morning in a 
dream concerning Him.” The 
warning came at the nick of time, 
as we say, though, alas, it came in 
vain! Admire the punctuality of 
Providence. God never is before 
His time: He never is too late. It 
shall be seen concerning all that 
He doeth that on the selfsame day 
determined by the prophecy the 
fulfilment came. My soul stands 
trembling while she sings the glory 
of. her God, whose providence is 
high, even like Ezekiel’s wheels; 
but the wheels are full of eyes, 
and, as they turn, all the sur- 
roundings are observed and provid- 
ed for, 
or oversights, or accidents, or de- 
lays. Prompt and effectual is the 
operation of the Lord. 


Thus much concerning Provi- 
dence, and I think you will all 
agree that my point is proven— 
that providence is always co-work- 
ing with the grace of God. A great 
writer who knows but little about 
divine things, yet; nevertheless, 


in the world which works for 
righteousness. Exactly so! It is 


Jews | 


| 


and the priests were en-| 


“call | 
to one of the guards and bid him | 


so that there are no slips, | 


| the mighty Gospel, as a missionary 
leader unexcelled, and as pastor of 
the famous Peoples Church, Toronto. 
Dr. Oswald J. Smith has blessed 
thousands with his books. Every 
| reader of his books will want this 
| copy+-Thousands of new readers will 
make his acquaintance. 


A charming book of devotional 
Bible study on the millennial reign 
of Christ. Dr. Smith leads the 
reader through the great prophe- 
cies of the Old Testament and the 
New—prophecies about the won- 
derful world without war, without 
oppression, a world where nature 
Will be at peace with God and man. 


Dr. Smith takes the Scriptures 
at simple face value, and warns 
the reader's heart with the blessed 
certainties avhich are pfomised 
when the King comes back. This 
is not «@ dry, technical outline of 
eschatological details for scholars 
to differ on. It is simple Bible ex- 
position of heart-warming Scrip- 
tures and promises and facts. 


Beautiful hard-backed 
volume, 136 pages. 


Price. $1.50 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, April 15, 1953 


The Dream of 


(Continued from page 5) 


Alas, he has denied his Master. 
Could not John be brought in? 
Even he has forsaken the Lord. 
Where shall a messenger be 
found? 
dream. 
hearts, 


God can get at men’s 
however hardened they 
may be. Never give them up, never 
despair of arousing them. If my 
ministry, your ministry, and the 
ministry of the blessed Book 
should all seem to be nothing, God 
can reach the conscience by a 
dream. If the sword cometh not 
at them at close quarters, yet 
what seems but a stray arrow 
from a bow drawn at a venture 
shall find out the joints in their 
harness. We ought to believe in 
God about wicked men, and never 
say of them, “It is impossible that 
they should be converted.’ The 
Lord can wound leviathan, for His 
weapons are many, and they are 
suited to the foe..I do not think a 
dream would operate upon my 
mind to convince me; but certain 
minds lie open in that direction, 
and to them a dream may be a 
power. God may use even super- 
stition to accomplish His benefl- 
cent purposes. Many besides Pilate 
have been warned by dreams. 


Better still, Pilate was accessi- 
ble through the dream of his wife. 
Henry Melvill has a very wonder- 
ful discourse upon this topic, in 
which he tries to show that prob- 
ably if Pilate had dreamed this 
dream himself it would not have 
been so operative upon him as 
-when his wife dreamed it. He takes 
it as a supposition, which nobody 
can deny, that Pilate had an af- 
fectionate and tender wife, who 
was very dear to him. The one 
brief narrative which we have of 
her certainly looks that way; it is 
evident that she loved her husband 
dearly, and would therefore pre- 


vent his acting unjustly to Jesus. 
To send a warning by her was to) 


reach Pilate’s conscience through 
his affections. 


If his beloved wife was distress- 
ed it would be sure to weigh 
heavily with him: for he would 
not have her troubled. He would 
fain shield his tender one from 
every breath of wind and give her 
perfect comfort, and when she 
pleads it is his delight to yield: 
it is, therfore, no small trouble 
to him that she is ‘suffering, suf- 
fering so much as to.send a mes- 
sage to him, suffering because of 
One Who deserves her good opin- 
jion—One Whom he himself knows 
to be without fault. If this lady 
was indeed the wife of Pilate’s 
yo''th, tender and dearly beloved, 
and if she was gradually sickening 
before his eyes, 
would rise before his loving memo- 
rv, and her words would have 
boundless power over him when 


she said. “I have suffered many 
things in a dream.” O Claudia | 
-Procula, if that were thy name, | 


well did the Lord of mercy entrust 


His message to thy persuasive lips, | 


It shall be found in a 


her pale face' 


Pilate’s Wife 


but you never heard a sermon 
from me like that address from 
her dying couch. You can never 
quite forget it, or shake yourself 
free from its power. Beware how 
you trifle with it. To Pilate his 
wife’s message was God’s ultima- 
tum; He warned him never again, 
and even Jesus stood silent before 
him. The selection of the wife was 
no doubt made by infinite wisdom 
‘and tenderness, that if possible 
‘Pilate might be arrested in his 
‘career of crime and strengthened 
to the performance of an act of 
justice by which he would have a- 
voided the most terrible of crimes. 


So, then, we may safely con- 
clude that the Lord has His mis- 
sionaries where the city mission- 
ary cannot enter; He sends the 
little children to sing and pray 
where the preacher is never heard; 
He moves the godly woman to pro- 
claim the gospel by her lip and life 
‘where the Bible is not read. He 
'sends a sweet girl to grow up and 
'win a brother or a father where 
‘no other voice would be allowed 
‘to tell of Jesus and His love. We 
thank God it is so; it gives hope 
'for the households of this god- 
less city,—it gives us hope even for 
those for whom the Sabbathbell 
rings out in vain. They will hear, 
they must hear these home 
preachers, these messengers , who 
tug at their hearts. 


| Ay, and let me add that where 
'God does not employ a dream, nor 
use a wife, yet he can get at men’s 
conscience by no visible means but 
by thoughts which come unbidden 
and abide upon the soul. Truths 
long buried suddenly rise up, and 
when the man is in the very act 
of sin he is stopped in the way, as 
Balaam was when the angel met 
him. Brothers and sisters; use for 
the good of men anything which 
comes in your way. Use not only 
sober argument and sound doc- 
trine, but even if a dream has 
touched your heart, do not hesitate 
to repeat it where it may have 
effect. Any weapon may be used 
in this war. But see to it that you 
do seek the souls of men, all of 
you. You who are wives should be 
especially stirred up to this sac- 
red work. Never keep back from 
an ungodly husband the word 
which may convert him from the 
error of his ways. And you, dear 
‘children, you sisters, you of the 
gentler sort, do not hesitate, in 
your own quiet way, to be heralds 
for Jesus wherever 
cast. As for us all, let us take care 
that we use every occasion for »re- 
pressing sin and creating holiness. 
Let us warn the ungodly at once; 
for perhaps the man to whom we 
-are sent has not yet performed 
the fatal deed. Let us stand in the 
gap while yet there is space for 
repentance. 

That is our second point. God 
bless it; although I cannot preach 
upon it as I would, the Spirit of 
'God can put power into it. 


for from thee it would come with | 


tenfold influence. 

Tradition declares this lady to 
have been a Christian, 
Greek church have placed her in 


their calendar as a saint: For this'§ 


we have no evidence; all that we 
know is that she was Pilate’s wife, 
and used her wifely 
to stay him from this crime. How 
often has a tender, suffering, lov- 
ing woman exercised great power 
over a coarse, rough man! The All- 
wise One knows this, and hence 
He often speaks to sinful men by 
this influential agency. He con- 
verts one in a family that she may 
be His missionary to the rest. Thus 
He speaks with something better 
than the tongues of men and of an- 


gels, for He uses love itself to be | 


Tiis orator. Affection has more 
might than eloquence. That is why, 
mv friend, God sent you for a 


little while that dear child who’ 


prattied to you about the Saviour. 
She is gone to Heaven now, but 
the music of her little hymns rings 
in your ear even now, and her talk 
about Jesus and the angels is yet 
with you. She has been called 
home; but God sent her to you for 
a season to charm you to Himself 
and win you to the right way. 
Thus he bade you cease from sin 
and turn to Christ. 


And that dear mother of yours, 
who is now before the throne, 
do you remember what she said 
to you when she was dying? You 
have heard me a great many times 


and the) 


influence | 


Ill. Sinful Men May Reject 
God’s Best Calls 


Thirdly, we have now the la- 
mentable task of observing THE 
FREQUENT FAILURE EVEN OF 
THE BEST MEANS. I have ven- 
tured to say that, humanly speak- 
ing, it was the best means of 
reaching Pilate’s conscience for his 
wife to be led to _ expostulate 
with him. He would hear but few, 
but her he would hear; and yet 
even her warning was in vain. 
What was the reason? 


First self-interest was involved 
in the matter, and that is a power- 
ful factor. Pilate was afraid -of 
losing his govenorship. The Jews 
would be angry if he did not obey 
_their cruel bidding; they might 
'complain to Tiberius, and he would 
_ lose : 


such things as these are holding 
some of you captives to sin at this 
‘moment. You cannot afford to be 
'true and right, for it would cost 
too much. You know the will of 
_the Lord; you know what is right 
but you renounce Christ by putting 
Him off, and by abiding in the 
ways of sin that you may gain 
the wages thereof. You are afraid 
that to be a true Christian would 
involve the loss of a friend’s good- 
will; or the patronage of an un- 
godly person, or the smile of an 
influential worldling, and this you 
cannot afford. You count the cost, 
and reckon that it is too high. You 


resolve to gain the world, evens 


your lot is- 


his lucrative position. Alas» 


though you lose your soul! What 
then? You will go to hell rich! 
A sorry result this! Do you see 
anything desirable in such an at- 
tainment? Oh that you would con- 
sider your ways and. listen to the 
voice of wisdom! 


The next reason why his wife’s 
appeal was ineffectual was the 
fact that Pilate was a coward. A 
man with legions at his back, and 
yet afraid of a Jewish mob—a- 
fraid to let one poor prisoner go 
whom he knew to be innocent; 
afraid because he knew his con- 
dtict would not bear inspection! He 


|} was, morally, a coward! Multitudes 


of people go to hell because they 
have not the courage to fight their 
way to heaven. “The fearful and 
unbelieving shall have their por- 
tion in the lake which burneth 
with fire and brimstone, which 
is the second death.” So saith the 
word of God. They are afraid of 
encountering a fool’s laugh, and 
so rush upon everlasting contempt. 
They could notébear to tear them- 
selves away frém old companions, 
and excite remarks and sarcasm 
among ungodly wits, and so they 
keep their companions and perish 
with them. They have ffot the 
pluck to say “No,” and swim 
against the stream; they are such 
cowardly creatures that they will 
sooner be for ever lost than face 
a little scorn. 


Yet while there was cowardice 
in Pilate, there was presumption 
too. He who was afraid of man and 
afraid to do right, yet dared to in- 
cur the guilt of innocent blood. Oh, 
the cowardice of Pilate to take 
water and wash his hands, as if 
he could wash off blood with 
water; and then say, “I am inno- 
cent of his blood’’—which was a lie 
—‘‘see ye to it.” By those last 
words he brought the blood upon 
himself, for he -consigned his 
Prisoner to their tender mercies, 
and they could not have laid a 
hand upon Him unless he had 
given them leave. Oh, the daring 
of Pilate thus in the sight of God 
to commit murder and disclaim it. 
There is a strange mingling of cow- 
ardliness and courage about many 
men; they are afraid of a man, but 
not afraid of eternal God who can 
destroy both body and soul in hell. 
This is why men are not saved, 
even when the best of means are 
used, because they are presump- 
tuous, and dare defy the Lord. 


Besides this, Pilate was double- 
minded: “he had a heart and a 
heart. He had a heart after that 
which was right, for he sought to 
release Jesus* but he had another 
heart after that which was gainful, 
for he would not run the risk “of 
losing his post by incurring the 


plenty around us who are double- 
minded. Such are here this morn- 
ing; but where were they last 
night? You will be touched by to- 
day’s sermon! How will you be af- 
fected to-morrow by a lewd speech 
or a lascivious song? Many men 
run two ways; they seem earnest 
about their souls, but they are 
far more eager after gain or plea- 
sure. They dare not run risks, and 
yet, meanwhile they run the awful 
risk of being driven for ever from 
the presence of God to the place 
where hope can never come. Oh 
that my words were shot as from 
a culverin! Oh that they would hurl 
a cannon-shot at indecision! Oh 
that I could speak like God’s own 
thunder, which maketh the hinds 
to calve, and breaketh the rocks 
in pieces: even so would I warn 
men against these desperate evils 
which thwart the efforts of mercy, 
so that, even when the man’s own 
wife, with tenderest love, bids him 
escape from the wrath to come, 
he still chooses his own destruc- 
tion. 


IV. God’s Just Judgement on 
Those Who Will Not Hear 


_ Lastly,,we have a point which 
is yet more terrible, THE OVER- 
WHELMING CONDEMNATION 
OF THOSE WHO THUS TRANS- 
GRESS. This Pilate was guilty be- 
yond all excuse. He deliberately 
and of his own free will condemn- 
ed the just Son of God to die, be- 
ing informed that He was the Son 
of God, and knowing both from 
his own examination and from his 
wife that He was a “just Person.” 


Observe that the message which 
he received was most distinct. It 
was suggested by a dream; but 
there is nothing dreamy about it. 
It is as plain-as words can be put: 
—‘Have thou nothing to do with 


}that just man: for I have suffered 


displeasure of the Jews: We have: 


many things this day in a dream 
because of him.” He condemned 
the Lord with his eyes open, and 
that is an awful way. of sinning. 
_Oh, my dear friends, am I ad- 
dressing any here who are pur- 
posing to do some very sinful 
thing, but have lately received a 
warning from God? I would add 
one more caution. I pray you by 
the blessed God, and by the bleed- 
ing Saviour, and as you love your- 
self, and as you love her from 
whom the warning may have come 
to you, do stop, and hold your hand! 
Do not this abominable thing! You 
know better. The warning is not 


put to you in some _ mysteri- 
ous and obscure way; but it 
comes point blank to you in 
unmistakable terms. God _ has 


sent conscience to you, and He 
has enlightened that conscience, so 
that it speaks very plain English 
to you. This morning’s discourse 
stops you on the highway of sin, 
puts its pistol to your ear, and 
demands that you “Stand and de- 
liver.”’ Stir an inch, and it will be 
at your own soul’s peril. Do you 
hear me? Will you regard the 
heaven-sent expostulation? Oh, 
that you would stand still awhile 
and hear what God shall speak 
while He bids you yield yourself to 
Christ to-day. It may be now or 
never with you, as it was with 
Pilate that day. 

Beside that, Pilate was sinning 
not only after distinct warning, 
and a warning which set out the 
blackness of the sin, but he was 
sinning after his conscience had 
been touched and moved through 
his, affections. It is a dreadful 
thing to sin against a mother’s 
prayer. She stands in your way; 
she stretches out her arms, with 
tears she declares that she will 
block your road to perdition. Will 
vou force your way to ruin over 
her prostrate form? She kneels! 
She grasps your knees, she begs you 
not to be lost. Are you so brutal 
as to trample on her love? Your 
little child entreats you; will you 
disregard her tears? Alas, she was 
yours, but death has removed her, 
and ere she departed she entreated 
you to follow her to Heaven and 
she sang her little hymn— 


“Yes, we'll gather at the river.” 


Will you fling your babe aside 
as though you were another Her- 
od that would slay the innocents, 
and all in order that you) may 
curse yourself forever and be your 
own destroyer? It is hard for me 
to talk to you thus. If’it is scom- 


‘be very hard _for you to hear it; 
indeed, I hope it will be so hard 
that you will_end it by saying, 
“I will yield to love which as- 
sails me by such tender entreat- 
ies.” 

It will not be a piece of mere 
imagination if I conceive that at 
the last great day, when Jesus 
sits upon the judgment seat, and 
Pilate stands there to be judged 
for the deeds done in the body, 
that his wife will be a swift wit- 
ness against him to condemn him. 
I can imagine that at the last 
great day there will be many such 
scenes as that, wherein those who 
loved us best will bring the most 
weighty evidences against us, if 
we are still in our sins. I know 
how it affected me asa lad when 
my mother, after setting before 
her children the way of salvation, 
said to us, “If you refuse Christ 
and perish, I cannot plead in your 
favour and say that you were 
ignorant. No, but I must say A- 
men to your condemnation.” I 
could not bear that! Would my 
mother say “Amen” to my con- 
demnation? And yet, Pilate’s wife, 
what canst thou do otherwise? 
When all must speak. the truth, 
what canst thou say but that thy 
husband was tenderly and earnest- 
ly warned by thee and yet con- 
signed the Saviour to His ene- 
mies? 

Oh, my ungodly hearers, my soul 
goes out after you. “Turn ye, turn 
ye, why will ye die?” Why will 
ye sin against the Saviour? God 
grant you may» not reject your 
own salvation, but may™“turn to 
Christ and find eternal redemp- 
tion in Him. “Whosoever believ- 
eth in him hath everlasting life.” 

(Available in the book, 12 STRIKING 


SERMONS. by C. H. Spurgeon, Zondervan 
Bros., Publishers, $2.50.) 
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order, which indicates that I was 
in good and regular standing when 
-I seceded from it. 


When_I came to see clearly that 
which the Lord Jesus Christ had 
done for me on Calvary, and real- 
ized my tremendous responsibility 
as a witness, aS an ambassador of 
Christ, I could no longer remain 
in Masonry, and several of the 
reasons are expressed in the fol- 
lowing pages, 


The Lodge in Practice 

- Is Foolish 

In the first place, the lodge, in 
PRACTICE is foolish. It has a 
secret or group of secrets; why 
make it secret? Such a meeting 
enjoys the protection of the laws 
of the land; it has a right to as- 
semble; why is it necessary to 
have it secret? Then, too, the ac- 
tivities of some of the lodges in 
public parade and in convention 
are exceedingly foolish. Every nor- 
mal individual believes in good, 
wholesome fun, but the Christian 
should remember that the Holy 
Spirit indwells him. How difficult 
to imagine the Apostle Paul dress- 
ing up in these silly costumes, or 
the Lord Jesus donning. some of 
the outfits worn in connection 
with certain conclaves and _ con- 
ventions and initiation rites of 
lodges. Paul said, “‘When I was a 
child, I spake as a child, I under- 
stood as a child, I thought as a 
child, but when I became a man, 
I put away childish things” (I Cor. 
13:11). While the world may do 
many of these things the Chris- 
tian cannot do them. 


The Lodge in.Principle 
Is Selfish 

Again, in PRENCIPLE the lodge 
is selfish. The lodge takes many a 
man from home when he should 
be there. It indulges in selfish 
pleasure, and is expensive in time 
and money. The argument,is often 
advanced that membership in the 
lodge helps men to progress, and 
I-am sorry to say that some min- 


;isters in candidating for the pas- 
““torate ‘wear their emblem of the 


secret order that they may get 
the place. The charity~and goad 
deeds of the lodge are often cited, 
as are also its homes, and the 
money it gives away. The lodge 
gets paid for all the help it gives 
to members, for it collects it in 
dues. Insurance companies pay 
benefits without boasting about it; 
yet the secret orders parade their 
benevolences and charitable activi- 
ties as if it were a real sacrifice. 


The obligations which the candi- 
date has to assume upon initiation 
are selfish. He promises—‘I do 
furthermore promise and swear 
that I will keep the secrets of a 
companion . . 
able,” Here no crime is excepted. 
This is simply wicked beyond ex- 
pression. In other degrees the can- 
didate is compelled to take an obli- 
gation that he will not harm the 
relatives or women members of 
the families of the lodge. This is 
a selfish obligation. Compare it 
with the obligation of the church 
of Christ. Compare it with the at- 
titude which is continually pre- 
sented to us in the Word of God, 
not merely to refrain from giving 
offense to those whom it is decid- 
edly to our advantage to protect, 
but to love our enemies and to do 
good to them that hate us and 
persecute us, and pray for them 
that despitefully use us. 


MOVING SOON? 


To make sure of getting your 
Sworp promptly, please send ad- 
vance notice of your change of 
address directly to us. 


At. least five weeks before change 
takes effect let us know: 


1. Date you’re moving 
2 Old Address 
3. New Address 


If you clip the old mailing label 
from your Sworp and send it in 
with your change of address, that 
wil) help. 


Write to THE Sworp or THE LorD, 


. Sacred .and inviol-’ 


The Lodge Is Anti-Christian 

Again, in conduct and propa- 
ganda the lodge is ANTI-CHRIS- 
TIAN. Now, I realize that there 
are many lodge members, and 
many who are not members, who 
say that this is not true, “for,” 
say they, “is not one of the requi- 
sites for membership in _ these 
lodges a belief in God? Do they not 
require the candidate to express 
his belief in God?”’ The answer is 
that many of them do, and the 
committee which is appointed to 
call upon the candidate to examine 
him as to his fitness for member- 
ship asks the question, “Do you 
believe in God?”’ But what God 
do they mean? Do they mean 
the God of the Bible or some other 
god? 

This is a most important con- 
sideration, and one which I should 
like to emphasize at this point. To 
the man or woman who has not 
been scripturally taught, 
name of God used in connection 
with a movement or a so-called 
religion is apparently all that is 
necessary, in many cases, to stamp 
that movement or that religious 
belief as a good one. But a study 
of the Word of God reveals to us 
that merely the use of the name 
“God” is not all that is necessary. 
For example, there is the God 
of the Pantheists, who say that 
God is found in the universe as a 
whole and that there is no God 
other than the combined forces 
and laws manifested in the exist- 
ing universe. This, you see, is a 
conception of God quite different 
from that which the Scripture 
portrays, for Scripture sets forth 
a God who is a Person; that is, 
who has the attributes of person- 
ality, who thinks, who hears, who 
feels, who sees, who loves, who 
speaks. 

Then there is the God of the 
Mohammedan—Allah—a God 
whose only prophet was Moham- 
med. This is not at all the scrip- 
turat conception of God. There is 
the God of the Buddhist, the God 
of the Theosophist, the God of 


ithe Confucianist, the God of all 


of the false religions which is not 
the God af. the Bible. 

The God of the Bible is the 
God who is revealed in saving pow- 
er alone in the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who came to earth in the flesh, 
taking upon Himself the form of 
the servant and becoming obedi- 
ent unto death, even the death of 
the cross, where He shed. His 
precious blood, bearing in His own 
body your sins and my sins, be- 
coming our substitute, dying in 
our place, that He might ‘bring 
us to God, that He might reconcile 
us to God. It is not sufficient, 
therefore, to say that we believe 
in God or in a God, but the ques- 
tion is, What is our conception of 
God? We must believe in God as 
revealed in the Scripture, in the 
person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
We must believe in the Triune 
God—God. the Father, God the 
Son, and God the Holy Spirit, yet 
one Godhead. Three persons, yet 
one. We must believe in not merely 
a God who creates but the Lord 
Jehovah who redeems. 

When we investigate the ritual 
and tenets of the secret orders, we 
find that the name of God is 
profusely used and in some of the 
degrees, even the name of Christ, 
but we find such a wrong con- 
ception of both God and of Christ 
that it renders the whole proced- 
ure akin to blasphemy. 


Masonry’s Use of the 
Scriptures 
Let me give you an example. 
In probably the best known of the 
secret orders extant today, I refer 
to Masonry, the name of Christ 
is deliberately stricken out from 
the Scripture passages used in the 
rituals, where the name of Christ 
occurs in the Bible in those pas- 
sages. This is also true of most 
other lodges. In the charge to 
be-read at the opening of one of 
the degrees the following Scrip- 
ture passage is given: 
“If so be ye have tasted that 


the } 


This is a quotation of I Peter 
2:5, but please. notice that the 
words “by Jesus. Christ’ which 
occur in the Bible are omitted in 
the lodge ritual. It is not a mis- 
print; this passage is printed in 
this mutilated form in other rit- 
uals and not only that, but we 
are assured in a note on one of 
the passages that it is printed in 
this form purposely, for it says, 
“The passages are taken’ with 
Slight but necessary modification, 
from the second chapter of the 
First Epistle of Peter. 

Is it a “slight modification” to 
take out the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ from Scripture pas- 
Sages where it occurs? The name 
of Jesus Christ is deleted. We im- 
mediately see the terrible omis- 
sion when we realize that the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the only name in which is salva- 
tion. 

Another example is found in 
one of the other degrees, where II 
Thessalonians 3:6 is quoted: 

“Now we command you, breth- 
ren, that ye withdraw yourselves 
from every brother that walketh 
disorderly and not after the. tra- 
dition which he received of wus.” 

The words “in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ” are omitted in 
the ritual. It originally reads, 
“Now we command you, breth- 
ren, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that ye withdraw your- 
selves,” etc. And then the use of 
II Thessalonians 3:12, 

“Now them that are such we 
command and exhort that with 
quietness they work, and. eat their 
own bread.” 

Here again the words “by our 


Lord Jesus Christ” are omitted in | 


the ritual. 


The lodges, therefore, only rec- 
ognize a Supreme Being in the uni- 
verse. The Mohammedan, the Jew, 
the Christian are all on equal 
footing in the lodge, and if the 
Mohammedan, the Jew and the 
Christian are worshipping in a 
manner true to their faith this.is 
an absolutely impossible situation. 


The Lodge and the Bible 


The question is often asked, in 
defense of the lodge,’ “Do they 
not use the Bible? Do they not 
quote from the Bible regularly, 
and is not the work of the lodge 
founded upon the Bible?” It is 
only necessary to reply that the 
Unitarian uses the Bible, but he 
denies the Lord Jesus as Saviour. 
The follower of Eddyism uses the 
Bible, but it is so completely dis- 
torted and so impossibly interpret- 
ed as to render it absolutely null 


-and void so far as its power is 


concerned. Satan, when he tempt- 
ed the Lord Jesus, quoted Scrip- 
ture, but he used it in an erron- 
eous way. It is not enough to 
quote Scripture and it is_ not 
enough to take portions of Scrip- 
ture entirely out of their con- 
text, and so distort them and so 
apply them as to prove a false 
belief or establish an unscriptural 
teaching. If we take one portion 
of Scripture here and one por- 
tion there, taking them entirely 


out of their setting historically 
and prophetically, combining them 
as we see fit, that is handling’ the 
Word of God deceitfully (II Cor. 
2:17; 14:2). We must read Scrip- 
ture and understand it in the 
light of God’s revealed plan. Fail- 
ure to do this only leads to all 
kinds of error. 

The whole structure of lodge 
procedure is built upon the er- 
roneous teaching of the “universal 
fatherhood of God” and the “uni- 
versal brotherhood of man” (Jno. 
8:44); and the necessity for sal- 
‘Vation alone by grace through 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ 
(Eph. 2:8, 9) is entirely ignored. 
It is true that there are many 
Christians in the lodges, but they 
do not belong there. They are 
disregarding the scriptural injunc- 
tion, “Be not unequally yoked to- 
gether with unbelievers” (II Cor. 
6:14-18). Some claim that these 
secret orders are not religious 
but the fact nevertheless remains 
that most of them are so regarded. 
and ‘vere so regarded by the 
foundeis of the orders and by 
those who have authority in them. 

One cannot believe in the re- 
ligion of these secret orders and 
at the same time be a true believer 
in the Christian faith. They are 
absolutely opposite. For cxample, 
I cannot believe John 1:12, “To 
as many as received Him, to them 


even to those that believe on His 
name,’ and still believe in the 
universal fatherhood. of God and 
the universal brotherhood of man, 
which teaches that God:.is_ the 


two opposite beliefs; I cannot be- 
lieve that I am saved only by 
grace through faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and still believe in 
the religion of the lodge which 
teaches that we are saved by 
character and good works. 

In some of the higher degrees 
of Masonry the name of Jesus 
Christ is used, but investigation 
will reveal the fact that salvation 
through the Lord Jesus Christ is 
not taught, in the scriptural meth- 
od, but rather salvation by an 
entirely different method. If these 
degrees are studied in the light 
of Scripture, it will be found that 
the use of the name of Jesus Christ 
is very subtly introduced but not to 
teach salvation by grace through 
faith in His shed blood. 


We cannot obey the commands 
of the Lord Jesus Christ and be- 
long to these secret orders. In 
Matthew 5:14-16 we read: 


“Ve are the light of the world; 
let your light so shine before men 
that others may see your good 
works and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven.” 

Organized secrecy does not even 
permit its members to pass on to 
the world these things which they 
receive. They are put under the 
most horrible oaths ever to conceal 
and never to reveal them. If 
they have the truth, it should be 
given to as many as possible and 
not be concealed from those out- 
side the lodge. 


gave He them power jor the au- | 
thority | to become the sons of God, 


Father of every man. There are}: 


Listen to another command co# 
the Lord Jesus in respect to oaths 
given outside the jurisdiction of 
a court: 

“But I say unto you, Swear not 
at all; neither by heaven, for it is 
God's throne; neither by the earth, 
for it is His footstool; neither by 
Jerusalem, for it is the city of the 
great King. Neither shalt thow 
swear by thy head, because thow 
canst not make one lair white or 
black, but let your communication 
be, Yea, yea; Nay, nay: for what- 
soever is more than these cometir 
of the evil one’—Matt. 5:34-37. 


The Religion of the Lodge 
Is Unitarian 
There are many more things 
which might be said concerning 
this question, but in conclusion, 
I should like to make a few brie? 
(Continued on page 8) 
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RECORDER SUPPLY CO. 
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JOffering a ‘complete line of recording 
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os 


pa 
Specialists since 1948: .. 


H oly Land Tours 


Pay onty $197 down and 
20 months to pay balance. 


Make plans now to see the lands 
of the Bible—-Lebanon, Syria, Jor- 
dan, Israel, Egypt, Greece and 
Italy plus Europe. Conducted tour 
groups jand independent travel. 
“Go Now—Pay Later” plans avail- 
able. 

Three Summer tours from $1385 
via TWA, Sabena Airlines and via 
ship. Several tours include Baptist 
World Alliance. 


Plan now for Fall, 
Easter tours for 1955-56. 


SPECIAL OFFER: “Cradle Of Our Faith’”’ 


Christmas, Winter, 


book by John C. Trever contains 73 color 
pictures of the Holy Land, two-page map, 
descriptions. Retails at $3.75. Offered to 
SWL readers for only $5.00, postage paid. 
Limited suppiv. Send check or money order 
todav. Ask for FREE reading list recom- 
meidiny good books about Egypt, Middle 


Eust and Holy Land. 


Write teday for travel folders and tour 
information 
Tom Maupin Tour Associates 
Operators of Horizon Tours 
The 


Travel House Lawrence, Kansas 
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Read this thrilling testimony that 


God OES Answer Prayer! 


WITH MANY THOUSANDS, YOU, TOO, WILL THEN GLADLY BEAR WITNESS THAT 
THE GOD OF THE BIBLE REALLY LIVES . . . THAT JESUS CHRIST 1S THE SAME 


YESTERDAY, TODAY AND FOREVER! 


PRAYER- Asking and Receiving 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, D.D., Litt.D. 


Shows the way to the joy, the success of a life of answered prayer. 


Before you are half way through you will know why it is the most popular 
: book on prayer in America, with 165,000 copies printed already, and com- 


From all over the world 
come letters telling how peo- 
ple have learned to pray 
through this volume. A TEXAS 
DRUGGIST, NEARLY RUINED 
BY THE WAR, READ IT WITH 
HIS WIFE AND PRAYED. HIS 
BUSINESS GAINED 27% OVER 
PRE-WAR YEAR, HIS PROFIT 
DOUBLED! Hundreds of pastors 


“Lord, Teach Us 


mended by Christian leaders of all denominations. The scores of personal 
experiences make the book read like a thrilling novel. The deeply spiritual 
Bible teaching, the answer to personal problems. the simple explanations, 
the profoundly practical yet scholarly approach of this Bible-believing man 
who first learned to pray himself, now shares with others what he has 
learned, will thrill your heart! 


to Pray” 


SHOWS HOW TO PRAY ACCORDING TO THE SCRIPTURES: HOW TO HAVE 
FAITH; HOW TO KNOW THE WILL:.OF GOD WHEN YOU PRAY. YOU 
LEARN HOW TO PRAY DEFINITELY: WHAT HINDERS PRAYER. THERE 
ARE TWO CHAPTERS ON HEALING IN ANSWER TO PRAYER, TWO ON 
THE QUESTION OF MIRACLES. THERE ARE ABUNDANT STORIES. OF 
ANSWERS TO THE AUTHOR’S PRAYERS, QUOTATIONS FROM AMERICA’S 
CHRISTIAN LEADERS. ae, 


214 W. Wesley St., Wheaton, Illl- 
nois. 


the Lord is gracious, to whom 
coming as unto a living stone, 
disallowed of men, but chosen of 
God, and precious, ye also as liv- 
ing stones be ye built up a spirit- 
fLual house, an holy priesthood to 
offer up sacrifices acceptable to 
God. Wherefore also it is contained 
in the Scripture .. .” 


use this book for prayer 
meeting studies. 


WAS REQUIRED READING FOR 
1,000 MINISTERIAL STUDENTS 
IN BOB JONES UNIVERSITY. 


Bound in royal blue cloth, 328 pages, 21 chapters. 


It’s possible to have your mailing 
address corrected by filing your new 
address with the Post Office, which 
in turn will notify us. But if a copy 
of the magazine is sent before that 
notice reaches us, it means expense 
for you in forwarding postage. 
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The Christian and Secret Societies 
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quotations from a pamphlet, writ- 
ten by Elijah Alfred Coyle, ‘a Uni- 
tarian minister and at one time 
also Worshipful Master of the 
Masonic lodge in Marietta, Ohio, 
and called “The Relation of the 
Liberal Churches and the Frater- 
nal Orders.” This pamphlet is pub- 
lished for free distribution by the 
American Unitarian Association, 
in Boston, Massachusetts. 


It might be well to state that 
the Unitarian belief is that which 
denies the doctrine of the Trinity, 
—-they believe that God exists 
only in one person. This Unitarian 
belief, of course, denies the Sav- 
iorhood of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the doctrine of the Holy Spirit 
in its Trinitarian aspect. 

This Unitarian writer says, after 
giving a short sketch of the origin 
of the Unitarian movement in this 
country : 

“It is becoming more and more 
clear to me as the facts relating 
to the subject are brought out, 
that the fraternities (and un- 
doubtediy he means the fraternal 
orders and lodges) and churches 
called ‘Liberal’ have been work- 
ing along parallel lines; but, be- 
cause the one puts the chief em- 
phasis upon the fatherhood of God 
and therefore emphasizes theology, 
while the other puts the chief em- 
phasis upon the brotherhood of 
man, and therefore emphasizes 
sociology, they have not realized 
that they were occupying practi- 
cally the same ground. (Please 
notice that statement especially, 
to the effect that the Liberal 
churches and the fraternal orders, 
because of the _ similarity of 
their purposes and standards, have 
been occupying practically the 
same ground.) They have not 
therefore always supplemented 
each other’s work as they should 
do.. Evidences of a better under- 


“standing are now appearing and 
there is promise that real coopera- | 


tion will ensue. I have often 
thought in recent years that I 
should like to organize a Sunday 
school class and use as a textbook 
the Monitors of our leading frat- 
ernal orders and show the mem- 
bers of those organizations the 
logic of the principles to which 
they in their lodges are pledged. 
Nearly all of those Monitors have, 
as their very heart, the ‘father- 
hood of God,’ the ‘brotherhood of 


man,’ immortality and salvation 


by character (please note that), 
principles very familiar to every 
Unitarian Sunday school scholar 
who has been properly taught in 
fundamentals of our faith. 
There are lodge men who, in the 
churches, subscribe to the doctrine 
that ‘we are accounted righteous 
before God only for the merit of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, by faith, and not for our 
own works or deserving’ and en- 
thusiastically join in the singing of 
hymns in which that idea is em- 
bodied. Then in their lodge meet- 
ings they just as enthusiastically 
assent to the following declara- 
tion: ‘although our thought, word, 
and action may be hidden from 
the eyes of men, yet that AlL- 
Seeing eye, whom the sun, moon 
and stars obey, and under whose 
watchful care even comets per- 
form their stupendous revolution, 
pervades the inmost recesses of 


the human heart and will reward! 


us according to our merit.’ A little 
child, once his attention is called 
to the matter, ought to be able 
to see that it is impossible to har- 
monize the creed statement here 
quoted, with the declaration taken 
from the Monitor of one of the 
yreatest and most effective secret 
orders, and found in substance in 
the liturgies of nearly all the 
others. If we are accounted right- 
eous before God only for the merit 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ by faith, and not for our 
own works or deservings, then it 
cannot possibly be true that the 
All-Seeing eye pervades the in- 
most recesses of the human heart 
and will reward us according to 
our merit. One of these declara- 
tions excludes the other.” 


And so we find another confir- 
‘mation of the fact that the religion 
‘of the lodge is Unitarian, and 
while the name of God is used it 
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is not the God of the Bible:— 
the God revealed as the Father, 
the Son—the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit. 

As Chaplain in the Masonic 
lodge, I offered the prayers of 
the lodge and heard many others 
offered, but never once in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
His name is excluded. Certainly 
it must be very plain that a true 
believer in Jesus Christ can have 
no fellowship in that kind of or- 
ganization. 


The Christian an Example 
to the World 


I am aware of the fact that 
there are many ministers, and 
leading Christian laymen who are 
members of these lodges, but that 
fact only proves more conclusively 
the danger of this kind of thing 
and the subtlety with which it 
operates. Satan clothes himself 
as an angel of light and many 
times deceives Christian people. He 
seems to delight in entangling 
believers in these. compromising 
situations so that their testimony 
is dulled or completely nullified. 

Oh, that these Christian leaders, 
who are involved in these un- 
christian affiliations, might come 
to realize the tremendous respon- 
sibility resting upon them in fur- 
nishing the incentive and setting 
the example by their association 
in these orders, to so many people 
who, looking to them for leader- 
ship, are taken in the _ lodges, 
thinking that it must be all right 


because these Christian men and 
women are in them. 

I plead with Christian men and 
women who may read these pages, 
who are members of lodges, to 
come out from among them. The 
need today is for separated Chris- 
tians, Christians who will not com- 
promise Christ, Christians who 
are willing to be called narrow 
and bigoted for the sake of the 
Lord Jesus; Christians who are 
willing to suffer persecution if 
need be, rather than jeopardize 
their testimony. We have the Lord 
Jesus Christ, what need we more 
for this world or for eternity? We 
have the Holy Spirit dwelling in 
us as believers and we do. not 
need these worldly institutions 
for our profit or for our advance- 
ment. ‘‘What concord hath Christ 
with Belial, or what fellowship 
hath he that believeth with an 
unbeliever?”’ 

As a Christian, what answer will 
you give to the question which the 
Lord Jesus one day must ask you: 
“How could you as a follower of 
Me, swear in an oath to maintain 
allegiance to an organization and 
a system which rejected Me, your 
Saviour and Lord?” We cannot 
serve God and mammon, either we 
will be absolutely true to the Lord 
Jesus, or we will forsake our 
allegiance for something which 
compromises or rejects Him. 

May God grant that many, read- 
ing these pages, may heed the 
warning against this false system 
of religion, this snare and coun- 
terfeit of Satan. 

(Used by permission. Five cents per 
single copy; $3.00 per hundred, postpaid. 
Order from NATIONAL CHRISTIAN AS- 


SOCIATION, 850 W. Madison St., Chicago, 
Illinois.) 


A Man Who Had Everything-- But... 


(Continued from page 1) 


wealth in terms employed to des- 
cribe,no other. There is no doubt 


sabout it, he was one of the richest 
men in Christ's day. 


HE: HAD YOUTH: True, we 
may not always think of youth as 
an asset, yet men in all walks of 
life would gladly give all they have 
to regain it. Life, with its pos- 
sibilities and privileges lay before 
him-like-a vast, untouched legacy. 


HE HAD POSITION: As a 
“prince: a ~“Tuler,” he “6etupied 


a place of distiriction and=prestige. |: 
It is likely he received one-of the | 


highest ratings ‘in’ the Social: regis- 
ter of his day. 

HE HAD INTEREST: aN THE 
LIFE BEYOND: A man may have 
everything else, but if his interest 
begins and ends with this world, 
at best he will live only a little 
above the animals. Interest in the 
life beyond is one of the attributes 
which distinguishes a man from, 
and exalts him above, all other 
creatures. Not only did this man 
have that interest, but he had it 


in such intensity that he came to) 


Jesus, running! 


HE HAD REVERENCE: Mark ' 
‘he said, 


tells us the young man knelt at 
the feet of Christ and addressed 
Him with the words, ‘Good Mas- 
ter’! Reverence is more than an 
admirable characteristic. Rever- 
ence is the mark of good breeding 
and the barometer of intelligence. 
Reverence is to a man what fra- 
prance is to a flower or golden 
hues are to a sunset. The rich ruler 
had reverence, 


HE HAD MORALITY: In clean, 
wholesome, noble, upright living, 
this youth was without peer. When 
Christ enumerated the six of the 
Ten Commandments which God or- 
dained should govern the relation- 
ship of man-to-man, the lad could 
look Christ in the face and answer, 
“All these have I kept from my 
youth up.” That the youth made 
an honest reply, Mark indicates 
by saying Christ thereupon beheld 
him, and loved him. And He who 

“looketh upon the heart’’ was not 


deceived. Morally speaking, this. 


youth was one man in a million! 

Yes—wealth, youth, position, in- 
terest in the life beyond, reverence, 
morality—all were his. Should 
such a person come to us with the 
same request with which this man 
came to Christ, it is likely we 
would slap him on the back with 
the venture, “Fellow, you don’t 
have a worry in the world. If 
anybody gets into Heaven, you 
will!” 


A’Nameless Longing 
There is every reason why this 


! young man’s life should have been 


a rich, rewarding experience. 
There is every indication that he 
was .a normal, healthy, well-bal- 
anced personality. Even so, we 
may have everything this youth 
had and still die of an empty heart. 
Perhaps this youth could not have 
expressed his inner yearning in 
so many words, but he knew it 
was ther® And he knew it be- 
cause of a hunger and thirst deep 
within his soul which he had not 
been able to stifle. Try as he 
might, he could not silence its cry. 


The very -presence of this name- 
less: longing must always be taken 
as evidence that God is working 
in the life. How. do we know? 
Because each,of us must say as 
Paul said, “In me, (that is, in my 
flesh,) dwelleth no good thing.” 
Each aspiration to be better, each 
craving for good, each thirst for 
God, regard it with awe and grati- 
tude, for it is not of yourself, 
but of Him! 

A young man: home on leave 
asked if he could speak with me 
alone. It was easy to see that he 
had a heavy heart. 


“T hardly know where to begin,” 
“but I am so miserable 
and unhappy I just can’t go on.” 


As I waited, his story slowly 
unfolded: In his later teens he 
had accompanied some of his 
friends to a church where some- 
thing was astir among the younger 
set. It was reported that any num- 
ber of them had undergone strange 
and wonderful transformations. 
There, for the first time, he came 
face to face with Christ and yield- 
ed his life to Him. 


“For the next two or two-and-a- 
half years,” he continued, “I lived 
in a veritable Heaven on earth. 
Such joy in living the Christian 
life I never dreamed possible. 
Along about then,” he recalled, “I 
joined the Merchant Marines. De- 
prived of Christian fellowship and 
nourishment of soul, I began to 
drift away from God. Later on I 
started to gamble, then to drink. 
More recently I have stopped at 
nothing. I determined to see life, 
but life has become .no longer 
worth while. Misery dogs me 
even in my sleep. I just can’t go 
on. Something has got to happen.” 

The young man’s words, §al- 
though simple and quiet, vividly 
portrayed the sad disillusionment 
of one to whom the enchantments 
of the world had become unbear- 
ably sickening. As the: man fin- 
ished, we sat there together, 

“Herb,” I said presently, “in 


that. dark picture there is one 
blessed ray of hope: right now God 
is working mightily in your life!’ 

As one would expect, no little 


surprise marked his sin-worn coun- 
tenance. I went on to explain, 
“Man has. been so utterly 
marred by sin that apart from 
God, he no longer yearns for 
purity and holiness. His warp- 
ed, depraved nature loves sin 
and grovels in it. The faintest 
cry of dissatisfaction, the weakest 
pangs of remorse, the slightest 
sigh to be better—all are conclu- 
sive evidence that God Himself is 
at work within that heart. The 
very faet that you want again to 
live the Christian life, that you are 
unhappy in your sin, even the fact 
that you came here to talk with 
someone else about your need must 
be interpreted as unquestionable 
proof that God is working in 
your life.” 


And so it was with the rich 
young ruler, For let us never for- 
get, the same tender love which 
prompts God to give peace to the 
redeemed, also prompts Him to 
send restlessness to the lost in 
order that their discontent will 
lead them to seek Him. 


A Universal Misconception 


Observe the youth’s misconcep- 
tion of man’s role in the plan of 
salvation. “What good thing must 
I DO?” he asked. This has been 
the universal misconception since 
the fall of man. This misconcep- 
tion, still shared by millions today, 
is the natural reaction of the car- 
nal heart to the consciousness of 
need. It is the mistaken belief 
upon which all the religions of 
the world have been built, the 
belief that man, whose nature is 
sinful, must perform some work, 
or attain some merit, which will 
entitle him to Heaven. All the 
man-conceived religions of the 
world, without a single exception, 
show the sinner striving, strug- 
gling, sacrificing, suffering, trying 
in his own strength to reach up to 
God. Only the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ tells of a God of infinite 
love who reaches down to man! 
Man-made religions are based upon 
the belief that the sinner can be 
saved provided he attains enough 
goodness. The Gospel of Christ 
tells us that.God seeks to save us 
in spite of our evil! 

Why is it, then, that Christ did 
not immediately expose the youth’s 
ignorance? He had asked, ‘‘What 
must. I DO?” Why not at that 
very point tell him he was on the 
wrong track; that salvation is 
a gift, “not of works, lest any 
man should boast’? The answer is 
given “in. the story itself. Christ 
was leading the youth on, drawing 
him out, helping him to see for 
himself that if eternal life were 
the reward for works, no one, not 
even he, could measure up. 


See how intense the youthful 
seeker becomes! For the time be- 
ing, at least, he sees life in its 
true perspective. And seen in that 
light, only one thing matters! 


Christ or Riches? 

Christ begins by speaking in 
terms the young man can grasp. 
“Keep the commandments» Don’t 
murder, don’t steal, don’t commit 
adultery, don’t bear false witness, 
Honour thy father and thy moth- 
er... But no one could convince 
the youth that was all there was 
to it. Was he not imnocent of 
such transgression? Had he not 
kept all these from his youth up? 
We can almost hear a wail in his 
voice as he cries, 
yet?” Like a spontaneous outburst 
from within, the agonizing cry 
lay bare the need of his life. 
Words can be such shallow things! 
Often they form on the surface 
of life, like wind-swept..dust on a 
desert. But these words were rent 
from the depths of the soul, like 
molten lava from the bowels of 
the earth. 


“Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me” eternally thunders the 
commandment of the Almighty! 
Whatever we elevate above God 
becomes an idol which must be 
torn down. Often that which takes 
the place of God is perfectly harm- 
less in itself. It may be a choice 
association, a worthy cause, a 
noble ambition, a prized posses- 
sion, an innocent pastime. But 


whatever it is, however desirable 


it may seem, when once it re- 
ceives the affection meant for God, 
it becomes a false deity which 
wields the power to dwarf and 
blight and damn. 

Wealth is one of those things 
which in itself is neither good 
nor bad. Sure, in the hands of 
some it is ‘filthy lucre,” but it is 


“What lack I 


also true that in the hands. of 
others it is “golden opportunity.” 
It all depends upon who has it. 
To the rich young ruler, perhaps 
without. his ever realizing it, 
wealth had become an idol. He 
loved it more than anything else 
in the world. Christ’s demand to 
forfeit his material possessions in 
their entirety fell upon the youth 
as a sudden, unexpected blow. It 
left him stunned and uncertain. 
A terrible price, it was more than 
he had expected to pay. Billows of 
agony broke upon his soul, In 
deep deliberation, he became ob- 
livious to those about him, to the 
passing of time, to the wild pound- 
ing of his heart within. He had 
thought of himself as righteous— 
yet he was breaking the first com- 
mandment of all! 


A friend of mine, the son of a 
minister, told me about an experi- 
ence his father had while holding 
services in one of the Southern 
states. After the meeting one 
night, a well-dressed man walked 
up front to shake his father’s hand. 


‘| As he did so, the man handed him 


a folded check. “It’s yours,” he 
said, ‘no strings attached. Do with 
it just as you like.’ Whereupon, 
the stranger turned to leave. In- 
quisitive, the minister unfolded the 
check and saw that it was written 
in the amount of one thousand 
dollars. 


“Just a minute!” the minister 
summoned the departing donor. 
“Before you go, I’d like to know 
more about you. After all, it’s not 
every day of the week a minister 
meets a man who shows such in- 
terest in his work. First, tell ne, 
are you a Christian?” 

“No,” replied the man, ‘“‘I am not. 
You are surprised, I am sure, and 
it will only take a minute to tell 
you_why I am not.” 

As the minister waited, the man 
related his tragic story. 

“When I was a youth I was con- 


-Sumed with the ambition to be- 


. 


come wealthy. I wanted money 
more than anything else. Then, one 
night, I happened to attend a ser- 
vice very much the same as that 
which you conducted tonight. 
There, for the first time, I came 
face to face with Christ and recog- 
nized His claim on my life. But 
there was my burning ambition! 
Intuitively, I knew it must be one 
or the other. I could not yield 
to Christ and at the same time 
travel the pathway of my own 
selfish pursuits. The minister’s in- 
vitation came to an end, and I 
left the church. But even as I de- 
parted the conflict of soul became 
more intense and I promised my- 
self, one way or the other, for 
time and eternity, I would make 
the decision before I closed my 
eyes in sleep that night. All the 
way home I weighed the matter. 


“As I approached my dwelling, 
I stopped in the gateway. I de- 
termined to settle the issue then 
and there. So I placed one hand 
on one gate post, and the other 
hand on the other gate post. Turn- 
ing to the left, I said, ‘Now, if 
you take this, that means you 
take your lifelong ambition; that 
means your love of wealth.’ Turn- 
ing to the right, I said, ‘If you 
take this, that means you will have 
Christ; that means you will share 
the love of God. Which will it be? 
Take your choice!’ Once more I 
Weighed the matter. Then, be- 


lieve it or not (here he lifted his 


left hand), I took this! From 
that day to this,” said the strang- 
er, “Wealth has come my way. But 
from that day to this, I have never 
again heard-the call of Christ.” 
In much the same way, this 
young man faced the eternal is- 
sues. Still kneeling at the feet of 
Christ, he weighs the cost. Forces 
of good and evil lock in deadly 
combat upon the battleground of 
his soul. Time and space become 
lost. How long he kneels, how long 
he struggles, we do not know. We 
only know that all the while above 
him in compassionate concern 
stands the loving Son of God who 
came to earth to seek and save 
such as he. Stopping at nothing, 
He will soon go to the cross and 
die that they might have life. Yet, 
He stands there, motionless, silent, 
as though His hands were tied 
and His lips were sealed. If this 
breath-taking scene means any- 
thing, it means not even God can 
force a soul to choose the right. 
There. comes a time in every 
experience when God has made 
His 
spoken His last word. From there 
(Continued on page 9) 
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A Man Who Had Everything-- But... 


(Continued from page 8) 


on, He must wait in silence upon 
the soul’s decision. The next move 
is up to the sinner. Life or death, 
joy or sorrow, through time and 
eternity, will depend upon that 
choice. 

While the Son of Man waits, an 
almost unbelievable catastrophe 
takes place. The vibrant, virile 
young man whose countenance 
was lighted with a quest for life, 
slowly bows his head. As though 
awakening from a blissful dream 
to cruel realities, hard lines crease 
his Drow. The glow of color leaves 
his cheeks. His lips are tightly 
drawn. Then, as one whose heart 
has at last become insensitive to 
Infinite Love, resolute, deter- 
mined, he rises from his knees, 
turns his back upon Christ, and 
walks away! 

The end has come. The die is 
cast. It takes but a line for the in- 
spired writer to conclude the 
picture. In that one tragic move, 
the promising young man penned 
his life’s story for all eternity. 
His biography is summed up in 
a single, futile, hopeless - word: 
SORROWFUL. 

Yes,. this is the story of the 
man who had everything! The 
story of the man who had every- 
thing—-BUT GOD! 

“Come, follow Me,” had been 
Christ’s invitation. He could have 
had life! He could have had the 
eternal satisfaction of living and 
walking with God. And the joy of 
a life’ so lived would have out- 
weighed a million times the tem- 
poral satisfaction of material 
things. Today, somewhere in the 
awful darkness of everlasting 
doom he writhes at the memory of 
opportunity lost forever! Hour 
after hour, day after day, year 
after year; on, on, until time shall 
be no more... then for all eter- 
nity, this soul will suffer endless 
anguish because this day he closed 
the door of his heart in the face 
of God. 


Your Decision 


Like one depressed by the sight 
of some heart-rending tragedy, we 
turn to leave. But wait! Something 
bids us linger. What we see when 
we look again makes hope leap 
within our hearts. Can it be? The 
rich, young ruler returns to once 
more kneel at the feet of Christ! 
We get a better view. No, it isn’t 
the rich ruler as at first we 
thought. It is someone else. Be- 
hold, my friend, that someone is 
YOU! 

You are now kneeling in the 
very same place, under the very 
same conditions, as the wealthy 
seeker of old. Once more Christ 
in compassion and love’ stands 
Silent over a soul for whom He 
died. Once again those about Him 
are tense with expectation. The 
very air is charged. Angels are 
hovering near. 

Forgiveness of sin, fellowship 

with God, fulfillment in His ser- 
vice, life here, life beyond—all can 
be yours! God loves you! God has 
a place for you. To you, as to the 
rich ruler of old, He has said, 
“Come, follow.me’”’! What a plan! 
What an opportunity! What a des- 
tiny! 
" The decision you make will de- 
termine your fate forever! It’s up 
to you. Don’t wait. Brush aside all 
foolish barriers. Say ‘“‘Yes’”’ to Him. 
Open your heart to Christ and 
you, too, will pen your life’s story 
for all eternity! Only this time 
Jet the biography be summed up 
in one splendid, magnificent, thrill- 
ing word: J-O-Y-F-U-L. 


Write Us Today! 


Let the editor urge you to make 
the eternal decision for Christ and 
Salvation just now. If you will 
honestly turn to Christ with a re- 
pentant heart, trusting Him for 
Salvation, sign the decision form 
below, copy it in a letter and mail 
it to the editor. We will notify 
Brother Li Calzi and send you a 
letter of counsel and encourage: 
ment. 


Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
THE SworpD OF THE LORD 
Wheaton, Illinois 
Dear Brother Rice: 

I have read the sermon, “The 
- Man Who Had Everything—But 
God,” by Evangelist Philip Li Cal- 
zi. I realize that I too am a poor, 


wes 2406. sinner who needs saving. I 


eens -that nothing in the world 
A is important enough to miss sal- 


put Him first. I will claim Him 
openly as my Saviour and from 
this. day forth try to live for Him. 


: 
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answered. One must be so in har- 
mony with God that one can base 
each of his requests on a blessed 
promise or on the known will of 
God to get each prayer answered. 


Naturally faith. is not a device- 


by which any poor, wicked man 


can have his own will, irrespective 
of God’s will. Nothing about pray- 


The faith mentioned in the Bible 
is nearly always faith in God. But 
the above definition is a general 
definition, In the case of sickness, 
one may have confidence and as- 
surance based upon a good doctor. 
That is faith, but it is not neces- 
sarily faith in God. A depositor 
may have confidence and assurance 


‘Have Faith in God’’ 


(Continued from page 1) 


you believe that there is a God 
and unless you believe He really 
hears prayer. And the Scripture 
plainly says, ‘Without faith it is 
impossible to please him.” 

Faith, then, is the very first re- 
quirement for anyone who would 
do anything pleasing to God. With- 
out faith you cannot be saved. 
Without faith you cannot pray ac- 
ceptably. Without faith you can- 
not live victoriously. Without faith 
you cannot be pleasing to God in 
any wise. Faith is the first require- 
ment for pleasing God. 

2. Faith is plainly commanded as 
a duty. Jesus, on a morning walk 
to Jerusalem from the little town 
of Bethany where He had spent 
the night, cursed the fig tree and 
it withered away. They returned in 
the night and the next morning the 
disciples saw the fig tree withered 
away and were astonished. Jesus 
turned to them and commanded 
them, 

“Have faith in God!” 

And then He told them that 
even mountains could be removed 
and cast into the sea by faith, 


that they could have what things 
soever they desired if they believ- | 
ed. ‘Have faith in God” is a plain | 
command. Christians are com-/| 
manded to have faith, 
have faith. 

Jesus said to Thomas, 

“Reach hither thy finger, and| 
thy hand, and thrust it into my 
side: and be not faithless, but 
believing” tJohn —20:27).=— = 

Oh, to every Christian the Lord 
Jesus cries out, ‘Investigate for 
yourselyes the proof of God’s 
promises. Give God a chance to 
prove Himself. Be not faithless 
but believing.’ 

3. Unbelief is a sin. Many people 
believe that faith is more or less 
an accident, and that one cannot 
be blamed if he does not have 
faith in God. Quite generally it is 
supposed that some people have 
great faith because God picked 
them out to give them great faith, 
that others do not have much 
faith but cannot help themselves. 
However, on the contrary, the 
Bible plainly teaches that unbelief 
is a sin since every Christian can 
and should have faith for all that 
God offers. 

The wickedness of unbelief is 
clearly implied in the Scriptures. 
If “without faith it is impossible 
to please God,” then unbelief, of 
course, is displeasing to God and 
is sin. If Jesus commanded, “Have 
faith in God,” then one who does 
not have faith in God is disobedi- 
ent and rebellious. All the Scrip- 
tures on the question imply that a 
Christian can have faith in God 
whenever he needs faith, and that 
not to do so is a Sin. 

There are many direct Scrip- 
tures which teach the moral guilt 
of unbelief. In the case of a Christ- 
rejecting sinner, Jesus said to 
some, 

“Ye will not come to me, that 
ye might have life” (John 5:40). 

It is clear that unbelief is a 
wicked decision of the will. Peo- 
ple who are lost do not trust 
Christ because they do not want 
to. Jesus, in John 3:19-21, said, 

“And this is the condemnation, 
that light is come into the world, 
and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds 
were evil. For every one that 
doeth evil hateth the light, neither 
cometh to the light, lest his deeds 
should be reproved. But he that 
doeth truth cometh to the light, 
that his deeds may be made mani- 
fest, that they are wrought in 
God.” 

Unbelief in Christ as one’s own 
personal Saviour involves a moral 
guilt, involves a moral choosing 
of sin and rejection of Christ and 
righteousness. 

And Hebrews 3:12 warns Jews 
plainly that they should beware 
“lest. there be in any of you an 
evil héart of unbelief, in depart- 
‘ing from the living God.” 

Unbelief is the sin of a wicked 
heart, departing from God inten- 
tionally, turning away from light. 


| liberately 
and can| chooses sin and refuses to seek the 
| light and test God’s promises and 
| goodness. 


behold my hands; and reach hither | Scriptures say that unbelief is a 
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John 12:37-40 explains that des- | 
pite the miracles of Christ, many | 
Jews would not believe on Him, 
and tells us why. Quoting ee | 
the gospel tells us that God had 
blinded their eyes and hardened 
their hearts, lest they should see 
and understand and be converted. 
Because of long, deliberate re- 
jection of the light, God hardens 
the hearts of people so they cannot 
believe. Unbelief, then, grows out | 
of other sins. 


Likewise II Thessalonians 2 :9-12 | | 
tells us of the man of sin who will | 
come with lying wonders to de- -| 
ceive certain people, “because they | 
received not the love of the| 
truth, that they might be sav-| 
ed. And for this cause God shall | 
send them strong delusion, that | 
they should believe a lie: that they | 
all might be damned who believ ed | 
not the truth, but had pleasure | 
in unrighteousness.” Thus it is cer- | 
tainly clear that God becomes | 
grieved by men’s preference for | 
sin and their pleasure in unright- | 
eousness, and so sends strong de- | 
lusions on Christ-rejecting sinners | 
who continue in sin until finally | 
they cannot believe. Lack of faith | 
is a sin which proceeds from a de- | 
wicked heart that 


And for Christians, too, the| 
sin. Romans 14:23 plainly says, 

“For whatsoever is not of faith 
is-sin.” 

Any element of a. Christian’s 
life that does not involve a con- 
stant dependence upon God, a be- 
lief in His word and His promises, 
a reliance on His faithfulness, is 
wicked. 

Hebrews 12:1 commands Chris- 
tians to “lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which doth so easily 
beset us.” What is that besetting 
sin? It is the sin of unbelief! 
Throughout the preceding chapter 
God has held up for our admoni- 
tion and example the heroes of 
the faith. We are commanded to 
be like them and to lay aside the 
besetting sin, that which is ever 
ready to trip us, our unbelief. Un- 
belief is sin. 

Jesus often rebuked unbelief in 
His disciples. In Mark 4:40. He 
said to them, ‘‘How is it that you 
have no faith?” Again in Luke 
8:25 He said unto them, “Where 
is your faith?” In Mark 16:14 we 
are told that Jesus “upbraided 
them with their unbelief and hard- 
ness of heart.’ There is a plaintive 
sadness in the words of Jesus, in 
Luke 18:8, “Nevertheless when the 
Son of man cometh, shall he find 
faith on the earth?” 


Since unbelief,is such a wicked 
sin, how earnestly we should seek 
to uncover every tendency to it, 
ta confess it penitently. And how 
eagerly we should seek to please 
God by exercising faith. 

4. Faith can get anything in the 
universe, with nothing impossible. 
How marvelous is faith! Jesus says 
in Matthew 17:20, “If ye have 
faith as a grain of mustard seed, 
ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place; 
and it shall remove; and nothing 
shall be impossible to you.” Liter- 
ally, “nothing shall be impossible 
to you.” And again Jesus said in 
Mark 9:23, “If thou canst believe, 
all things are possible to him that 
believeth.” And then in Mark 11: 
24 he said, “What things soever 
ye desire, when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall 
have them.” We are plainly and 
unconditionally promised that “the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick, 
and the Lord shall raise him up” 
(James 5:15). So it is clear that if 
you will believe God, you can 
have anything you ask. With faith, 


or a gift, by which, in a particular 


er is ever intended for that or ever 


that his money will be perfectly 
attains to that. Faith is a grace, 


safe in the bank. That is faith, but 
it is faith in the bank and not 
necessarily faith in God. A child 
has sweet confidence that food 
will be forthcoming when he is 
hungry, that a home will be main- 
tained, that his needs will be sup- 
plied. That is faith, but it is faith 
in his parents and not necessarily 
faith in God. 

2. It is important to see that 
not every confidence, not every 
assurance, is faith in God. 

A woman wrote me in greatest 
disappointment. She had asked 
God for a baby girl and felt that 
she had perfect faith that Ged 
would send a girl, but instead He 
gave her a baby boy. We know 
that God had not promised her 
the baby girl. He had not promised 
it by the Bible and He had net 
promised it by His Holy Spirit in 
her heart, or He would have given 
it, for God always keeps His 
promises. There was nothing in 
the nature of God that. made it 
wrong for Him to send a baby 
boy. Hence we know that woman’s 
confidence was not real faith in 
God. She may have had confidence 
in. her prayers, Possibly she had 
prayed and prayed until she felt, 
“Well, surely now that I have 
begged God so much, He will have 

(Continued on page 10) 


matter, one can ask for things in 
the will of God, and having a di- 
'vinely based confidence he may re- 
' ceive whatever he asks. 

It is of Surpassing importance, 
then, for every Christian to learn 
what faith is, to learn how to have 
faith, and how to suppress and 
forsake his unbelief for a whole 
life of victorious faith. 


II. What Is Faith? 


A Bible definition. A Bible 
definition of faith is given in Heb- 
'rews 11:1: 

“Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen.’ 

The American Revised Version 
changes it only slightly, and reads 
thus, “Faith is the assurance of 
things hoped for, the conviction of 
| things not seen.” Faith, then, is a 
certain conviction, an assurance, an 
evidence that we will get the thing 
we hope for and ask for. By- faith 
one sees the thing that is invisible. 
| By faith one holds what is intang- 
'ible. One who has faith has the 
' substance of the thing hoped for 
_and has the evidence of that which 
is not yet seen by human eye. Oh, 
the blessed confidence and assur- 
ance of faith! 


| packing charge and your order will be 


nothing in earth or Heaven is im- 
possible, and nothing eisai. 

Of course, this means that one 
must have faith about each par- 
ticular thing to get it. Faith ane | 
salvation will not get a job. Faith 
about a job will not get healing | 
for the body. Faith about one 
prayer will not get another one, 
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How would you like to sit under the personal tutor- 
age of one of the best-known Bible scholars of the day 
and yet a warm-hearted evangelist whose Spirit-filled 
ministry has been used of God to transform the lives 
of thousands? How would you like to have him turn 
through the Bible and show you perhaps twenty-five 
or fifty other passages in the Scriptures that help ex- 
plain one chapter in the Gospel According to Matthew? 

Well, here is your chance! 


The King of the Jews 
A verse-by-verse commentary on the Gospel According 
to Matthew, by 


Evangelist John R. Rice 


is now being printed with over 460 big 
pages, with explanation, with heartwarm- 
ing light from all the Bible on nearly 
every verse in Matthew. You can set out to 
really learn the Bible under this pastor- 
teacher. 

This book has already been set in type, 
and before you read this ad the press will 
be rolling out the 280,000 impressions need- 
ed to manufacture this great commentary. 

Where else can you find a commentary 
on Matthew that is scholarly without being 
dull, that is heart-warming, yet almost 
exhaustively thorough, a commentary that does not dodge an 
issue but gives adequate presentation of the virgin birth, the 
premillennial return of Christ, His @Oming kingdom on earth, 
the plan of salvation, that deals adequately with the tremend- 
our themes of the crucifixion and resurrection, that explains 
the wonderful parables of Jesus so clearly that every Sunday 
School teacher will be able to use it? You can not only learn 
the Bible with this book—you can learn to delight in the 
Scriptures, can find them a storehouse of riches such as you 
have never dreamed of. With this commentary you can learn the 
great doctrines of the Bible and know that the teaching is 
reliable, spiritual, true to the Word of God. 


Special Pre-publication Price! 


This big commentary, because of the sav- : 
ings of a large printing, will sell for only 
$3.95. But if you will order now, you may ' DR. RICE’S PHOTO : 
have the book at a big pre-publication >} ! have on hand a‘ 
saving. Send only $3: plus l5c postage and | few 5 x 7 inch auto- 
> graphed photographs ¢ 


Pof Dr. Rice suitable ‘ 
} for framing. | will , 
»send you one free ‘ 
> with your order of the * 
, commentary on Mat- , 


| 
} thew if you hurry. ¢ 
i 
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placed on file to receive one of the iirst 
cepies which comes off the press in a few 
weeks. Save 95c and get one of the initial 
copies by ordering at once. Of course, this 
pre-publication price is good for a limited 
time only. Frankly, we need the money for 
the heavy expenses of printing, and are 
glad to offer you this saving ONLY IF YOU 
ORDER BEFORE THE BOOK IS READY. 


} Only a limited number } 
) available. ‘ 
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Sword of the Lord Publishers 

Wheaton, Illinois 

lease send me copies of Dr. John R. Rice’s new biz commen- 
tary on. Matthew’ s Gospel called The King of the Jews, at the special pre- 
publication Drige of $3 each, plus 15c per copy for postage and packing. 
Enclosed find $ an: 

(If you want a 5x 7 inch autographed photograph of Dr. 
suitable for framing, check here:) (| 


John R. Rice 
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Address 


g ‘no more books to be sold at this price after book is sabe: So rush your 
, order today.) 
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Page Ten 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, April 15, 1955 


(Continued from page 9) 


to send me a girl. I am going to 
believe it and expect it.” She may 
have analyzed circumstances and 
decided that since it would be 
so much better (she thought) for 
her and for her husband, who 
also wanted a baby girl, and for 
the little boys, who wanted a 
sister, that therefore God, knowing 
how necessary it was, would give 
a baby girl. But in that case God 
knew better what she needed than 
she did, and her decision was 
not based on the leading of the 
Holy Spirit nor on the Bible but 
on her own understanding of cir- 
cumstances. So she got a baby boy 
instead of a baby girl. I have no 
doubt in the long run she will find 
that God’s way was the best for 
everybody concerned. And surely, 
if she draws nearer the Lord, she 
will see how foolish it was to 
grieve over the good gift that God 
gave. The confidence she had was 
not faith in God. 


People may have assurance that 
they are saved when they are not. 
Their assurance may be on false 
grounds. One believes he is saved 
because he has been confirmed. 
Another says that he pays his 
honest debts, that he does none 
of his neighbors harm, that he 
provides for his own family, 
that” he is as good as church 
members, and therefore he believes 
that he deserves salvation. I say, 
such people may have assurance, 
but it is a false assurance. It is not 
based upon God’s promise. God has 
not promised to save those who 
are confirmed. God has not pro- 


'*Have Faith in God’’ 


mised to save those who live good 
lives, who pay their debts and are 
good to their families or who join 
churches or who try to practice 
the golden rule. So if people have 
faith in their own self-righteous- 
ness or have faith in the words 
of false teachers, or have faith in 
the church to save them, or ordi- 
nances, then their faith is mis- 
placed. It is not faith in God and 
is not saving faith. You see, then, 
that not every assurance in the 
heart is real faith in God. 


What we call faith may be 
sometimes a_ self-deception. A 
Christian Scientist practitioner 
may teach a sick man to say over 
and over, “There is no such thing 
as evil. Sickness is only = an 
error of mortal mind. I am 
well, completely well. I have 
no pain.” And the Christian 
Scientist may induce a state of 
mind whereby he thinks he is not 
sick, he ignores the pain and the 
evidence of his senses and actually 
thinks he is well. And if his dis- 
ease is one in which the mental 
attitude may be decisive, perhaps 
he will get well. A large per cent) 
of our suffering is really mental. 
Worrying and fretting are great 
enemies of our health. A confident, 
happy mind has much to do with 
recovery from sickness in some 
cases. But if his sickness is not 
mental and cannot be affected by 
the attitude of mind, then the 
Christian Scientist may die, as 
Christian Scientists do, aS _every- 
body else does. He has assurance, 


an assurance based on self-decep- 


tion. It is not faith in God. In 
such a case, if God does not 
through other agents and means 
see fit to heal him, He would 
not heal the man because of that 
self-induced confidence. The Chris- 
tian Scientist may have assurance, 
but it is not based upon any 
promise of God, and God is under 
no obligation to give what is ex- 
pected. 


I do not say that Christian 
Scientists never really pray to God 
nor that they never get their pray- 
ers answered. Doubtless. they 
sometimes do, despite their false 


doctrines. But I say their normal | 


teaching that there is no sin, no 
sickness, that sin is,only an error 
of mortal mind, is not faith in 
God. It is a self-induced attitude 
of assurance and confidence which 
is not based upon God’s Word nor 
upon His faithfulness, and is not 
faith in God. Instead of faith- 
healing, Christian Science healing, 
Unity healing, etc., should be call- 
ed mental healing. There is such 
a thing as mental healing, but let 
us not confuse it with the matter 
of faith in God. 


3. It is only as we come to know 
the will of God, through the Bible 
and the Holy Spirit, that we can 
have faith in particular matters: 


As an example, in the matter of 
salvation we have the full .assur- 
ance of repeated statements in the 
Bible that God is willing to save 
every sinner that comes to Him, 
depending on Christ. “Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise 
cast out” (John 6:37). That is so 
clearly taught in the Bible that 
every time a lost sinner depends 
on Christ for salvation he may 
know he is instantly saved, then 
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of cheer to the sick, sorrowing and shut- 
in. Boxed Assortments and in Bulk. Good 
profit and prices reasonable. Write for 
Price List. 
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A Quarter of a Century in 
One Pulpit 

On March 27th, 1955 Dr. Oswald 
J. Smith celebrated his 25th 
Anniversary as Pastor of the 
Peoples Church, Toronto, a quar- 
ter of a century in one pulpit. 
It is a thrilling story and he 
told it at the great Sunday night 
service to the over-crowded audi- 
torium. He _ described his call 
to Toronto as he was praying on 
the trunk of a fallen tree, ac- 
ross a gully, in British Columbia. 
For 25 years his audiences ‘have 
continued large, and scores have 
been saved under his’ ministry. 
His church now. gives’ over 
$300,000.00 a year to Missions. Dr. 
Smith has no thought of retiring. 
How good God has been! 


Southern Baptist Pastor 

Questions Selection of 

Speaker for Conference 
The Rev. Clarence Walker, 
editor of the Ashland Avenue Bap- 
tist; Lexington, Ky., in his March 
11 issue, reports: “Baptists every- 
Where will be_ grieved, deeply 
grieved, over the announcement 
made by the Southern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Louisville, 
Ky., that the pastor of the Harry 
Emerson Fosdick’s Church, Dr. 
Robert J. McCracken, New York 
City, will be one of the principal 


speakers, during their spring con- |. 


ference, March 8-12.” 

The story is under the head- 
ing, “Neither Bid Him God Speed,” 
and Mr. Walker quotes Second 
John 10 and 11. He writes: “Since 
I have read the announcement 
about the Bible Conference at 
the Seminary and knowing these 
facts concerning Fosdick, the 
Riverside Church, and Dr. Mce- 


(Continued on page 11) 
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Can Comics Be Christian? 
Christian comics are a regular feature 
in MY CHUM, the fascinating month- 
ly magazine for children 4 to 14. Look 
for Christ-centered storiés, games, puz- 
zles too. $3 year. Sample free. MY 
CHUM, Box SL, Highland, Ml. 


INSURANCE 


For Religious Workers 


You are entitled to ‘preferred 
tisk’’ life, health or accident in- 
surance—if you are a minister, 
vminary student, religious edu- 
Sator, deaconess, professor, etc, 
No salesmen—no ‘‘high pressure.’’ 
Send for your free copy of ‘‘Bul- 
etin B.”” Since 1900. 


MINISTERS LIFE & CASUALTY UNION } : 
128 Ministers Life Bidg. 
Minneapolis #6. Minn. 


RELAX AND FISH 


at a small family resort in Minne- 


$35.00 a week. Operated by Chris- 
tian couple, Write to: 


Chet and June Schmidt, 
Squanto Lodge, Longvitie, Minn. 


Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in . 
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Ci them a gospel witness by 


‘i trained personal workers 
also in the service. 
THE LORD IS GREATLY 
BLESSING THIS PROGRAM 
Send 25c for a sample and outline, 
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Most popular sizes in stock for immediate 
delivery 


Any special size made to customers order 
Write now for quotatians 


ANCHOR SUPPLY COMPANY, INC, 


Evansville, Indiana 
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and there. I know that my sins are 
forgiven. I have full assurance 
that I am God’s child, that He will 
take me safe to Heaven, that I 
already have everlasting life. “He 
that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life’ (John 3:36). That 
assurance is so strong it has be- 
come practically a certainty. That 
assurance is based on the infallible 
Word of God which I have proven 
true over and over again. God 
never turns down nor dishonors 
such faith. Since God says He loves 
sinners, since Jesus says He died 
for sins, since God says He is will- 
ing to accept the price Jesus has 
paid for our sins an@ that all who 
will come to Him through Christ 
will be received and not one cast 
out, it is easy to have faith in 
God for salvation. No sinner ever 
really wanted to come but could 
come. The only way anybody can 
have difficulty getting saved is 
when they want to be saved some 
other way, or when they do not 
know what God has so plainly 
promised. Saving faith, then, is 
simply a confidence that God will 
do what He plainly said He would 
do. So faith in that case’ is based 
upon the Word of God. 


After one has trusted Christ for 
salvation, believing God’s Word, 
he receives an added assurance of 
salvation as he comes out to con- 
fess Christ openly and sets out 
to live the Christian life. Then he 
has the sweet witness of the Spirit 
that He has been born again. The 
Holy Spirit puts in his heart the 
cry of a child for his father, “Ab- 
ba, Father,” and he does not have 
the spirit of bondage to fear. Now 
this added assurance that He is 
God’s child is based on the testi- 
mony of the Holy Spirit in his 
heart that he has been received 
of God. So in some sense, then, 
faith is the assurance that what 
the Holy Spirit says in the heart 
is true. 


Faith is based on the Word of 
God. It may also be based upon 
any direct revelation of the Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit wrote the 
Bible. The Holy Spirit may also 
give particular and definite prom- 
ises in the heart of a Spirit-led 
person. But still, the faith in each 
such case is based upon what God 
has promised. God will do what He 
says He will. When I believe that, 


| risk that, that is faith in God. 


‘Some people have an idea that 
faith in God is simply an inde- 
pendent method by which one can 
get whatever he wants, irrespec- 
tive of the will of God in the case. 
But faith is not a way of getting 
things God does not want us to 
have. Rather, faith is a way of 
getting things God does want us 
to have, and has planned for us. 
We never get most of the great 
things God has for us and would 
delight to give us. But faith will 
open the doors to the bounties and 


ii riches of Heaven and give joys and 


blessings and powers and victories 
and abundance which are in the 
will of God for us. There is no such 
thing as having faith in God, out- 
side the known will of God. 

Not long ago I received a letter 
Saying to me, “Brother Rice, will 
you please pray the prayer of faith 
with me about this,”’ and the writ- 
er mentioned an object of prayer 
which I had no evidence in the 
world it was God’s will to give. 
It may have been, it may not 
have been, God’s will. I did not 
know how it would particularly 
honor the Lord. There was no 
Scripture that applied in the case, 
as far as I knew in my ignorance 
of the details, and I did not know 
how truly the person who made 
the request would honor God if 
He granted it. And the Holy Spirit 
did not reveal to me that it was 
clearly the will of God. Therefore, 
of course, I could not “pray the 
prayer of faith’ in the matter, as 
the writer so naively requested. 


Any time you can find a clear 
promise in God’s Word that He 
will do such and such a thing, and 
believe it and risk it and depend 
upon it, then you have trusted 
God, and your faith will be re- 
warded with the thing desired. 


Or any time you have a clear 
revelation by the Holy Spirit that 
your prayer request is in the will 
of God, will honor Him, and that 
He will do it, then that is faith in 
God and will be rewarded. But 
such leadings must be in accord 
with the Word of God. We must 
“try the spirits whether they are 
of God” (I John 4:1). 

If you ever hear people say that 
they have trusted God or that they 


had faith about a matter and still 
did not get it, you may assure them 
that they did not really have faith 


in God. Faith is always reward-™ 


ed without any exception in the 
world. God is trustworthy. He 
keeps His promises. He does what 


He says He will do. He always’ 


does what He has given anyone 
assurance He will do. Faith is 
the assurance that God will do a 


thing because He has promised to’ 


do it. 

Some _ ultra-dispensationalists 
say that the great promises of 
answers to the prayer of faith, 
promises to remove mountains, to 


work miracles, promises like Mark | 
Matthew 17:20, and Mark 


11:24, : 
9:23, are not for this age. They 
say that no matter what faith 


people have, still God will not do 


such things now. But they are ut- 
terly, wickedly mistaken. Real 
faith is from God. Whatever God 
says, He will do. God never gives 
faith unless He will answer it. And 
faith, true faith in God, is al- 
ways based on what God has. 
agreed to do, and what He says 


He will do. It is either an assur-. 


ance based on the Word of God, 
or what we know to be the char- 
acter and nature of God, as re- 
vealed by His Holy Spirit. Faith, 
always presupposes a promise and. 
that God will keep His word. God 
is under obligation always to an- 
swer the prayer of faith because 
such real faith in God iS-always 


based on an obligation that God . 


has assumed, a promise which He 
has given. In any dispensation, 
anywhere, if God gives a definite 
assurance that He will do a thing,, 
He will do it, to any limit, and 
absolutely nothing is impossible. 
to the one who is given definite 
faith about a particular matter. 
Faith is really depending on God’s 
faithfulness to do what He agrees 
to do. 

4. Faith may be based on the 
known mercy of God without a 
definite promse. Faith may be 
based on a plain word of God in 
the Bible. Faith may be based 
upon a clear and tested impression 
given by the Holy Spirit that God. 
wants us to do a certain thing 
and that He will lead us and bless 
us. And so faith may be based 
upon what we know of the nature 
of God. Knowing God’s holiness, 
we know He will not sin. We know 
how merciful He is, and if there 
are no elements in a situation that 
demand judgment, the very- nature 
of God may demand mercy. In 
such a case, knowing what God is 
like, we may know what He wants 
to do and will do in certain cir- 
cumstances. God will always do 
right, will always act in accord- 
ance with His own righteous and 
merciful nature. Of course we 
must learn what God is like and 
what ‘He will do from a heart- 
knowledge of the Word of God and 
the blessed teaching of the Holy 
Spirit. Men do not by wisdom find 
God. So this faith based on the 
general assurance that. God’s 
nature obligates Him to act in 
a certain way, and to answer cer- 
tain prayers, must still grow out of 
the Bible and be wrought in us 
by the Holy Spirit. 


An example of this kind of faith 
is that of the Syrophenician wo- 
man who came to Jesus to beg 
for the healing of her daughter 


who was grievously vexed with a, 


devil, as recorded in Matthew 15: 
22-28. When He said, “I am not 
sent but unto the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel,” and again 
when He said, “It is not meet to 
take the children’ s br ead, and cast 


lieve his ‘prétended indivrereneet 
He pretended that He came only 
to heal and save Jews, and no one 
else. He meant, I think, to try 
her faith and teach His narrow- 
minded disciples a needed lesson. 
He pretended that~He, like other 
Jews, thought of Gentiles as only 
dogs, not fit to call on God. But 
God's Holy Spirit had already re- 
vealed to her that Christ was 
really merciful and loving, that He 
came to seek and to save all who 
Were sinners. So she would not 
believe He was as indifferent as 
He appeared to be. And to Christ’s 
own delight she insisted that if 
she were a dog, she was His own 
dog and had a right to the crumbs 
from the table. He said to héf with 
joy, ““O woman, great is thy faith: 
be it unto thee even as thou wilt.” 
Her daughter was healed that very 


: 


hour. She had faith in what she — 


knew Jesus was. She knew He was 
(Continued on page 11) 
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merciful, though He did not out- 
wardly appear to be so. She knew 
He was sent to save Gentiles the 
same as Jews, though He did not 
immediately answer her prayer. 
That was genuine faith, faith in 
what she knew Christ to be, faith 
in Him as He was revealed in her 
heart by the Holy Spirit, instead 
of what He pretended to be to 
test her faith and evidently as a 
lesson to the disciples. Christ was 
obligated to be merciful! Christ 
could not be indifferent, could not 
be a respecter of persons, could 
not hate Samaritans as other Jews 
did. Since Christ was God, the God 
of all flesh, the Saviour of the 
world, she knew He was as will- 
ing to hear her as to hear any- 
one else. Her confidence, her as- 
surance, her faith were based in 
the Christ she knew. Whether she 
had seen Him work miracles be- 
fore or whether she had seen the 
compassion in His face as He heal- 
ed others or whether she was an 
utter stranger and the _ blessed 
Holy Spirit had simply and direct- 
ly revealed it in her heart, we do 
not know. But she trusted Him to 
do what He, from His loving mexrcy, 
was constrained to do. Her faith 
was based on an intimate under- 
standing of the real will of Christ 
and the real character of Christ. 
Oh, that we might know Him bet- 
ter so that we might always pray 
according to His will and believe 
how compassionate, how tender, 
how willing to bless us is He! 


Ill. How to Exercise Faith 
and Grow Greater 
Faith in God 


Can anybody have faith in God; 
I mean faith enough to live vic- 
toriously, get prayers answered 
regularly, faith enough to please 
God? Most certainly anyone can! 
And can .anyone’.grow a really 
great faith, like the heroes of the 
Bible and like other men for whom 
God has done marvels? I believe 
they can. George Muller, the man 
of faith and prayer, founder of the 
orphanage at Bristol, England, 
who got seven million dollars by 
prayer, says, “Some say, ‘Oh, I 
shall never have the gift of Faith 
Mr. Muller has got.’ This is a mis- 
.take=-it is the greatest error— 
there is not a particle of truth in 
it. My Faith is the same kind of 
Faith that all. of God’s children 
have had. It is the same kind that 
Simon Peter had, and all Chris- 
tians may obtain like Faith. My 
Faith is their Faith, though there 
may be more of it because my 
Faith has been a little more de- 
veloped by exercise than theirs; 
but their Faith is precisely the 
Faith I exercise, only, with regard 
to degree, mine may be more 
strongly exercised.” 


About His best spiritual gift is 
God partial? Is not salvation free 
to all on exactly the same basis? 
And does not the Bible say that 
“God is no respecter of persons’? 
We remember that at Pentecost, 
“they were ALL filled with the 
Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:4). And again, 
When they prayed “they were ALL 
filled with the Holy Ghost” (Acts 
4:31). And I Corinthians 12:7 tells 
us plainly that “the manifestation 
of the Spirit is given to EVERY 
MAN to profit withal.” These 
things would lead us to believe 
that great faith, triumphant, 
happy, victorious faith is possible 
for every Christian. 


Otherwise, God would be a party 
to the sin of unbelief, which is 
unthinkable. But not to have faith 
in What God has promised is a sin. 
Not to believe God will do what 
He said is to make God a liar. 
And in Hebrews 12:1 we are plain- 
ly commanded ‘to “lay aside every 
weight, and THE SIN which doth 
SO easily beset us.” That besetting 
Sin is unbelief and we are com- 
manded to lay it aside. Therefore 
everyone of us may lay it aside; 
every one of us can have a victor- 
ious, triumphant faith in God. 


Surely then every Christian 
Should set out to develop and 
grow and act on confident faith 
in God, in every detail of life. Let 
us Study together here some ways 
to have faith. 

1. Learn the Word of God. We 
are plainly told that “faith com- 
eth by hearing and hearing by 
the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). 
Originally the Word of God was 
principally gotten by hearing in- 


‘Have Faith in God’’ 


Stead of reading. There were few 
copies of the Word of God, all 
copied by hand. Most people could 
not read. Most people then got the 
Word of God second hand. So faith 
came by hearing, that is, hearing 
the Word of God. But the essential 
point is that faith principally 
comes by familiarity and heart- 
understanding of the Word of God. 
If you want to have faith in God, 
you must know His Word. 


That is true, first of all, because 
faith is based upon God’s promises, 
If God said He would do a thing, 
He will. If God made a proposi- 
tion, He will stick to it when it. is 
accepted. God’s guarantees are al- 
ways fulfilled. But you will not 
know what God has promised un- 
less you learn His Word. So one 
who wants to please God with a 
faith that gets prayer answered 
and gets for him all that God 
wishes to give him should set out 
to find the blessed promises of 
God. Search for them through your 
Bible, read them with delight, 
mark them for quick reference, 
memorize them so that the blessed 
assurance of them may sink into 
your soul. Learn God’s promises 
if you would come to depend upon 
Him. 


Then you should take’ these 
promises to heart. Take them as 
personal to yourself. Search out 
the Scriptures; meditate over them 
lovingly; pray for the Holy Spirit 
to help you understand them that 
you may get exactly what is the 
sense of God’s promises and how 
they are to apply to you. Only as 
you get the exact meaning of 
God’s promise can you know what 
He has obligated Himself to do 
and what you can count on His do- 
ing. This comes through an under- 
standing of the Word of God. The 
Holy Spirit builds faith in the 
heart by the means of God’s Word, 
particularly His blessed promises. 

Modernism, then, cuts the tap 
root of faith. It teaches people 
that the Bible is not reliable, 
that it is not really the Word of 
God, that the promises cannot be 
relied upon. The acceptance of the 
Bible as what it claims to be, the 
very Word of God, infallibly cor- 
rect, to be absolutely trusted, is 
necessary to faith. You would not 
be-willing to receive a check that 
you knew was, forged. ‘You could 
have no faith in it. Unless you 
believe the Bible really is God's 
Word and that the promises are 
His and that He is really obligat- 
ed to make them good, you will 
never risk them, depend upon 
them, and act on them in faith. 

The ultra-dispensationalist, like 
the modernist, does great harm to 
faith. Those who chop up the 
Bible saying most of it is for the 
Jews, part was for a transitional 
period, and only a few of the 
epistles are really written for 
Christians today, mutilate the 
Bible and thereby mutilate the 
basis of faith. God’s promises are 
yea and amen, but they do no good 
to one who does not believe them 
and apply them to himself. 


So believe the Bible, and then 
count it as the very Word of God, 
to be believed in child-like sin- 
cerity. Then set out to find 
exactly what are God’s promises 
for you. As you learn God's prom- 
ises in their proper settings, and 
become familiar with the things 
God has obligated Himself to do 
for those in your circumstances, 
then you can grow more and more 
to depend on God’s Word. Faith 
comes thus by the Word of God 
as you learn His promises. 

In the second place, our faith 
comes through the Word of God 
as we become familiar with God's 
nature. When I read the story of 
how Jesus saved the dying thief 
and said, ‘““‘To day shalt thou be 
with me in paradise,” I do not 
read therein any express promise 
to me, but I become familiar with 
the tender compassion of Jesus. I 
learn how He loves sinners, how 
quick He is to forgive! And I 
naturally think in my heart, “If 
Jesus loves that poor sinner He 
loves me, too. And if He saved 
that poor sinner immediately after 
a simple prayer of faith, ‘Lord, 
remember me,’ then He would 


save me the same way.” As I read 
how Jesus stilled the waves of the 
sea, I learn to know of His power. 
As I read how He fed the five 
thousand with the five barley 
loaves and two small fishes of a 


little boy, I come to have more 
confidence that Jesus cares about 
hunger of the body and that He 
can do, oh, so much, with so little! 
As I read the Bible I find that 
Jesus cleansed the lepers, healed 
the sick, opened the eyes of the 
blind, forgave the fallen woman 
and the publican alike. And so, in 
the Bible, I have become familiar 
with the tender heart of God, His 
mighty power, His approachability, 
His eagerness to bless. 

That is a reason for reading all 
the Bible. A Christian should read 
again and again. The historical 
part, rightly interpreted; along 
with the devotional Psalms, the 
crisp, business-like Proverbs, the 
gospels, the epistles, the prophe- 
cies, all revealed the nature of 
God as the One Who answers 
prayer. As you see what God has 
done for others, you see what you 
have a right to expect Him to do 
for you. 

In John 15:7 we are told, “If ye 
abide in me, and my words abide 
in you, ye shall ask what ye will, 
and it shall be done unto you.” 
That blessed promise evidently 
means that if we abide in Christ 
and so surrender our will to His, 
and particularly as His Word, the 
Scriptures, abides in us, and as 
we become familiar with His 
promises and His nature, we can 
ask for anything we want and get 
it. Faith comes by hearing, and 
hearing by the Word of God. No 
one can ever have faith who does 
not make much of the Word of 
God. 

That is the reason, no doubt, 
that Proverbs 28:9 says, “He that 
turneth away his ear from hear- 
ing the law, even his prayer shall 
be abomination.” There is no such 
thing as right praying, prayer that 
really gets things from God, the 
prayer of faith, except as it fits 
in with the spirit of God’s Word. 
To become familiar with the Bible, 
with a heart-familiarity, is to be- 
come familiar with God; Who He 
is, how He acts, and what He has 
promised to do. Let no Christian 
ever believe he will grow strong 
in faith except as he grows strong 
in a love for and in enjoyment-of 

. 
and in’a heart-surrender to the 
teachings of the Bible. 


2. Full surrender to the lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit and to the 
will of God. The will of God is 
found in the Bible and in the lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit of God to a 
surrendered Christian heart. And 
let no one think he can be great 
in prayer or great in faith except 
as he abides in Christ with a sur- 
rendered heart to the will of God. 
Prayer is not a way of taking from 
God things He does not want you 
to have. Rather, prayer is intended 
to find what is God's sweet will, 
and then to ask for and receive 
all that God has for us. And what 
God has for us is so much richer 
and better and happier than what 
we can desire in our own will 
that there is no comparison. Pray- 
ing in the will of God means big- 
ger prayers, not smaller ones, and 
bigger answers, not smaller an- 
swers. Praying in God’s will means 
not so much giving up as getting. 
Let there be no mistake; real 
faith is exercised only in the will 
of God. God never gives faith for 


News Notes 
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Cracken, I have been wondering 
just why Dr. McCall, president of 
the Seminary, and his faculty in- 
vited the pastor of a church that 
no longer believes and preaches 
the doctrine of the substitutionary 
death our Lord Jesus Christ.” 


A Good Rule 


The rule that governs my life 
is this: Anything that dims my 
vision of Christ, or takes away 
my taste. for Bible study, or 
cramps my prayer life, or makes 
Christian work difficult is wrong 
for me, and I must as a Christian 
turn away from it. This simple 
rule may help you to find a safe 
road for your feet. 


— J. W. Chapman. 


things contrary to His will. 

Nothing is as fatal to confidence 
about prayer as known sin in the 
heart. I John 3:20-22 says: 

“For if our heart condemn us, 
God is greater than our heart, 
and knoweth all things. Beloved, if 
our heart condemn us not, then 
have we confidence toward God. 
And whatsoever we ask, we receive 
of him, because we Keep his com- 
mandments, and do those things 
that are pleasing in his sight.” 

If your heart condemns you that 
you are not in God’s will, that you 
do not keep His commandments, 
that you do not ask for things 
according to His will, then of 
course your heart will condemn 
you when you come to pray and 
you will have no confidence, no 
faith to receive your request from 
the Lord. 

So each Christian, in growing 
faith, should make sure that he 
is fully surrendered to the will 
of God. And the will of God is 
found in the Bible and in the lead- 
ing of the Holy Spirit. 

That means that we need the 
Holy Spirit of God rightly to in- 
terpret God’s Word. The Bible is 


“the sword of the Spirit.’ So--the- 
Spirit can interpret..and use..His.1. 


own writing, the Word, bétter than 
anyone else. Self-willed, haughty 
people sometimes get the letter of 
the Word without the Spirit; but 
to know the mind of God we need 
to wait humbly on God's Spirit. 


And there is no real understand- 
ing-of the.Bible and no real ap- 
proach to the Holy 6f Holies of 
God’s gracious fellowship without 
a heart-surrender to God’s will. 
No one can know the Bible in- 
tellectually who does not let the 
Bible apply to his own heart. One 
who reads the Bible with child- 
like surrender and honest accept- 
ance will find that the Scripture 
points out his sins, rebukes his 
unbelief, and presses on him faults 
to be corrected, duties to be done. 
The Bible is not only for the head; 
it is for the heart and the will. So 
to get the real impact of the 
Scripture, we must surrender our 
lives to the blessed leading of the 
Spirit of God. 


I have often felt that it is folly 
and sin to pray to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit except as we plan 


(Continued on page 12) 
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to go about the holy business of 
winning souls as God has com- 
manded us. So if you want the 
Word of God to be used to grow 
faith in your heart, you must sur- 
render to God's will and let your- 
self be made over. It is not enough 
that “my words abide in you” 
as Jesus requires in John 15:7. But 
even before that He requires that, 
“Ye abide in me.” When the heart 
rests in Jesus and the will is 
centered in His will and we humb- 
ly await His pleasure and make 
Him Lord, then we can approach 
the second condition of John 15:7, 
and His words can really abide 
#1 us, and we can ask what we 
will. So faith grows out of our 
knowledge of the Word, but even 
more it grows out of our full sur- 
render to the Word of God, as in- 
terpreted to us by the blessed, 
sweet Holy Spirit. 

3 Act on the faith you have. 
Every child of God already has 
faith in God. You meet the re- 
quirement of Hebrews 11:6, at 
least in part. You do believe that 
there is a God and that He is a re- 
vwarder of them that diligently 


seek Him. You feel that your faith, 


is weak. You often wonder how 
you can have more faith. Well, one 
way to grow a great, robust faith 
is to act on God's promises. Put 
God to the test. He will prove 
and you will have a 
stronger assurance than ever be- 
fore that you can rely on God's 
faithfulness. 

To doubting Thomas Jesus said, 
“Reach. hither thy finger, and be- 
hold my hands; and reach hither 
thy hand, and thrust it into my 
side: and be not faithless, but be- 
lieving”’ (John 20:27). So doubting 


- Thomas did put his fingér in the 


nail-prints, and put his hand in 
Jesus’ side, and then fell in adora- 
tion and in strong faith before 
Jesus, saying, “My Lord and my 
God.’ To the other disciples Jesus 
made a_ similar proposition, 
“Handle me and see; for a spirit 
hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see me have” (Luke 24:39). Never 
think it is wrong to give God a 
chance to prove Himself. 

In Malachi 3:10 the Lord said, 
“Bring ye all the tithes into the 
Storehouse, that there may be 
meat in mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of 
hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall 
not be room enough to receive it.” 
“Prove me now!” says the Lord. 
God is perfectly willing for you to 
try Him out. 

Suppose you try Him, then, on 
the tithing business. Should Chris- 
tians tithe, or is that simply an 
ordinance for Jews in the Old 
Testament? And does it really pay 
to tithe, when people are very 
poor, and do not have money for 
even the necessities of life? The 
quickest way to settle that is not 
by argument. Give God a chance 
and He will prove it! 

I remember that day when on 
a farm in west Texas I went out 
by the woodpile, through the pea- 
patch, crawled through the strands 
of a barbed wire fence and down 
in the “brakes” and knelt under a 
chapparel bush and committed cer- 
tain things to God. I told Him I 
would tithe. I promised that if 
He wanted me to preach I would 
preach, if He wanted me to sing 
i would sing. I told Him that I 
was going to college, and risk 


- Him for my needs. 


How could I ever forget that 
holy hour! For God went with me 
as I saddled my sorrel horse and 
rode off to college with about 
$9.35 in my pocket. I worked my 
way through Junior College and 
University. I played football, I was 
active in college debating, I was 
president of a literary society and 
of the University Christian As- 
sociation; I took voice lessons, and 
yet did enough outside work to 
pay my expenses. How I earned 
a scholarship and how there was 
always a job awaiting me I could 
never explain except that I had a 
covenant with God, and I put Him 
to a test. And since then, I have 
had such a boldness on this mat- 
ter that I have no trouble about 
daily provision. 

Why do you not set out by God’s 
grace to put Him to the test first 
on the money question, trusting 
Him fully in material matters? 


Start out today to give God the 
tithe and then free-will offerings 
beside. Tell Him that all of it is 
His and that by His help you will 
risk Him—that He may have it 
all or any part He chooses. And 
you will find that God proves Him- 
self in daily supply. “Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God, and his right- 
eousness; and all these things shall 
be added unto you” (Matthew 6: 
33). That is a good place to start 
trying God out and growing your 
faith by using it. 

You can win souls. God’s Word 
is clear, in Psalm 126:6, that if 
you really go, weeping, bearing 
precious seed, you shall doubtless 
come back rejoicing with sheaves. 
And Jesus in the Great Commis- 
sion plainly promised that if we go 
to win souls and baptize them and 
teach them to go, that “lo, I am 
with you alway.” Why do you not, 
in your timidity, your conscious 
ignorance, your faltering, even 
your unbelief, just set out to see 
if God’s Word can be trusted on 
that point? Go earnestly, with real 
labor, really searching out lost 
people. Go with a broken heart of 
concern and holy compassion 
wrought in you by the Spirit of 
God. Go with the Word of God 
which is the precious seed. And as 
certain as God’s Word is true, 
you will come back with some 
sheaves .and with rejoicing. You 
will not win everybody you speak 
to, just as no fisherman gets a 
fish for every bait, and just as no 
farmer gets a stalk of corn for 
every seed, but you will get some 
fruit if you go God’s way. Why 
do you not try it and see? And 
when you have tried-it once, you 
will know then that. the Word of 
God is true, you will know it in a 
way you never knew it before. A 
teacher may become a modernist, 
but a real evangelist cannot be- 
come a modernist. For God’s Word 
proves itself when you try it out. 

Why do you not, in the first 
time of trial and testing, resolve 
simply to act as if there were a 
good God Who would be exactly 
what He promised, and would care 
for His own? You may have doubts 
about it; I think the Hebrew 
children, brought before Neb- 
uchadnezzar for refusing to bow 
before the great image in the plain 
of Dura, did not know that God 
was going to save them out of the 
fiery furnace. They thought so, 
they hoped so, but very possibly 
they trembled. And they said, “If 
it be so, our God whom we serve 
is able to deliver us from the 
burning fiery furnace, and he will 
deliver us out of thine hand,.O 
king. But if not, be it known unto 
thee, O king, that we will not 
serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set 
up” (Daniel 3:17, 18). They be- 
lieved God would deliver them, but 
they were resolved to try it any- 
way. Even if they should die in 
that furnace, they would do what 
they knew God wanted them to do 
and leave the results with God. 


And when the One came Who 
was “like the Son of God” and 
walked with them in the fiery 
furnace; when their garments did 
not even receive the smell of fire 
but only their bonds were burned 
off and they were free men; when 
they came forth to face the aston- 
ished and converted King Neb- 
uchadnezzar and his princes, those 
Hebrew young men had a greater 
faith in God! 


Oh, how my heart rejoices when 
I look back through some testing 
times in my own life when I re- 
solved I would give God:a chance. 
A committee of good men, strict 


denominationalists, waited on me}: 


demanding that I cease my. con- 
tention about modernism and evo- 
lution as taught in certain denom- 
inational schools, and they threat- 
ened I should be blacklisted by the 
denomination, that I would never 
be invited to revivals, that my 
family would suffer want and that 
my ministry would wane. When 
the opposite proved true, as I 
put God to the test and depended 
on Him, what a great victory I 
had! 

Again, a wicked man from per- 
sonal spite slandered me, and had 
a pastor and church cancel a pro- 
posed revival campaign. Without 
money for a return trip, I drove 
1,800 miles for the revival cam- 
paign anyway. That church, when 
it saw the evidence, reconsidered 
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and the revival effort grew into a 
big united campaign with eight or 
nine churches in an auditorium 
seating 2,200 people, which contin- 
ued for six weeks with hundreds 
of souls saved and the whole city 
shaken and blessed! How my heart 
has leaped for joy upon every re- 
membrance of that testing! 
Debts once pressed me sore, ac- 
cumulated on my weekly evan- 
gelistic paper, THE SwoOrD OF THE 
LorpD, and in printing tracts. It 
was a labor of love, and the bur- 
den had seemed to get too heavy 
for me. Satan tempted me through 
a good church and preacher. If I 
would remain over an extra Sun- 
day in a certain campaign a good 
offering was promised. But I did 
what I knew I ought to do, and 
went home with the $25.00 offer- 
ing they gave me for ten days, and 
the next day came a check for 
$1,000.00 to pay those haunting, 
crushing debts. Never since that 
time have I been so burdened or 
tried about printing gospel litera- 
ture, and now more money is 
spent on printing each month than 
I then spent in a year. My faith 
grew because it was tested and I 
found God keeps His promises. 
GOD IS TRUSTWORTHY! GOD 
WILL DO WHAT HE PROM- 
ISES! And anybody in the world 
can know that if he will only 
give God a chance to prove it. 
Take God at His Word, risk Him 
depend upon Him, and your faith 
will grow by leaps and bounds! 
Did you know that faith is not 
primarily feeling? No; primarily, 
faith is acting. Read again that 
great hero chapter, Hebrews 11, 
and you will find that every one 
of these “by faith” did something! 
“By faith Abel offered. . .” 
“By faith Enoch was translat- 
ed.” 


“By faith Noah... . prepared 
an ark.” 

“By faith Abraham .... went 
out.” 

“By faith he sojourned... .” 

“By faith Abraham, when he 


was tried, offered up Isaac.”’ 
“By faith Isaac blessed Jacob 
and Esau concerning things to 
come,” 
“By faith Jacob, when he was 
dying, blessed both the Sons of 


Joseph.” 
‘““By faith [of the parents] 
Moses .... was hid three months 


of his parents.” 


Go on through the chapter and 
you will see that by faith people 
did things. Abraham accounted 
that God was able to raise up 
Isaac, so he offered him. God met 
Abraham, and it was not as hard 
to trust Him any more. 


Why do you not, then, act on 
God’s promises? Try God out. Put 
yourself in the place where if 
God’s Word is true you will be 
blessed, and if God’s Word is not 
true you may be ruined. And when 
God works out His plan and does 
what He promised to do, your 
faith will have greatly grown. The 
life that is lived on the daily basis 
of “I will do what God tells me to 
do, and I will risk Him to take 
care of the results,” is sure to be 
a life of daily expanding faith, as 
God makes His faithfulness known, 


I told you about the time when 
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I knelt under a-chapparel - bush: 
as a lad before I rode off to col- 
lege. Years later, in 1926, I gave 
up a happy pastorate, with a regu- 
lar salary and a nicely furnished 
parsonage. The church had dou- 
bled its membership; we had built 
a nice new building; we had had 
hundreds saved. People wanted me 
to stay, but I felt God calling me 
to go out into the white harvest 
field of evangelism. I made a 
solemn, covenant with God. I said, 
“Lord, You look after my business 
and I will look after Yours. I will 
give up all regular salary and not 
look to man but will look to You. 
I will give up my $10,000 govern- 
ment insurance. I promise You 
not to fret about daily bread. I 
believe You will supply all my 
needs and I here and now lay my- 
self on the altar to go anywhere 
You say, to do what You tell me, 
and to risk You to care for me 
and my family.” 


Praise His name, God has kept 
His part of that bargain. He has 
kept my growing family and sup- 
plied all our needs. He has provid- 
ed about $35,000 for printing gos- 
pel literature. He has provided 
many thousands of dollars for 
radio bills, and day by day, some- 
times meal by meal, God has pro- 
vided our needs bountifully, and 
we have lived a life of resting in 
God’s faithfulness. I know a lot 
more about God than I did when 
I entered into that covenant. My 
faith is much stronger. Your faith, 
too, will grow, if you really take 
God up on His proposition, if you 
try Him on His promises, and 
promise to prove His faithfulness! 

4. Faith comes by asking for it. 
If you want more faith, then ask 
God for it. Several Scriptures 
make it clear that we have a right 
to pray for faith and that God 
gives in answer to sincere prayer. 

Romans 12:3 warns us not to 
think of ourselves more highly 
than we ought to think, “but to 
think soberly, according as God 
hath dealt to every man the 
measure of faith.’ Faith, then, is 
a gift of God. 


In I Corinthians 12:9 we are 
told that faith is given by the 
same Holy Spirit Who gives wis- 
dom and knowledge and the gifts 
of healing and miracles, of pro- 
phecy and other such gifts. Faith 
is a gift of God. Then we have the 
Same right to pray for that as we 
have to pray for knowledge and 
wisdom and for other good things. 
It is in the same passage mention- 
ed as a manifestation of the Spirit. 
And I Corinthians, chapter 12, 
closes with the exhortation, “But 
covet earnestly the best gifts.” 
Christians ought to want and 
ought to ask God for faith. 

Jesus said, “If ye then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father which is in 
heaven give good things to them 
that ask him?” (Matthew 7:11). 
Jesus invites us to ask the Father 
for all good things. Faith is a 
good thing and is certainly within 
the province of prayer. 

The disciples, in daily contrast 
to the victorious life of Jesus, felt 
their utter lack of faith, so they 
came to Jesus prayerfully and said, 
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At last we have in clear, simple language, 
with many Scriptures, just what the Bible 
teaches about Christian giving. A book not 
written to get your money, but to get you for 
the Lord Jesus! We guarantée that your faith 
will be strengthened, that your heart will be 
warmed, that you will see your duty clearer 
than ever and that honest doubts and prob- 
lems about giving will be settled in your mind, 
if you read this book with an open heart. 

Every chapter covers the subject discussed 
so thoroughly that you will know “here is 
what God’s Word really teaches.” Many per- 
sonal illustrations will so warm your heart 
with a sense of God’s goodness and nearness 
that we believe you will have a revival in your 
heart. 


We predict that many will not only be better Christians but will learn 
the secret of prosperity, will learn to walk by faith, will find a great new 
joy in taking God into daily partnership, through this book. 


The troublesome question of ‘storehouse tith- 
ing” comes up. This is the first thorough, ex- 
haustive, scriptural study that really covers this 
subject. Here is help on how to tithe, all about 
freewill offerings, about the duty to support the 
local church, about how to know God's will as to 
where you should give. This book tells your head, 
but it also tells your heart! It is not only correct 
Bible theology, but it is a heart-warming, spirit- 
ual blessing—a revival on paper!- 


“Increase our faith’ (Luke 1775), 
They prayed for faith. And we may 
be sure that they got it. It may 
not have come all bf a sudden, 


without any intermediate exper-~ 


iences. It is likely, rather, that in 


answer to the prayer, Christ made © 


their hearts sensitive to His words, 
and helped them through their 
listening to His Word, and by see- 
ing His marvelous answers to 
prayer, and by proving Christ and 
the heavenly Father many times; 
that through these things their 
faith grew and grew, until they 
could heal the sick, cast out 
devils, face mobs and imprisone 
ment and death all with a smile, 
And Peter even raised the dead, 
by faith. Christ did answer their 
prayer and increased their faith, 


A father brought His poor devil- 
possessed boy to the disciples 
while Jesus was on the mount of 
transfiguration, and they could 
not heal him. Almost in despair the 
father brought the boy to Jesus 
and said, “If thou canst do any- 
thing, have compassion on us and 
help us.” Jesus replied, “If thou 
canst believe, all things are pos- 
sible to him that believeth.” And 
then the father, so conscious of 
his unbelief, cried out with tears 
and said, “Lord, I believe; help 
thou mine unbelief” (Mark 9:22- 
24)! The father had a little faith, 
and he prayed for more faith. And 
Jesus did help his unbelief. Jesus 
wonderfully healed the afflicted 
son, and that day the father went 
home, I am sure, with abounding, 
triumphant faith in a Saviour Who 
worked miracles in answer to 
prayer. He had seen the miracle, 
The evidence of the marvel walked 
down the road beside him on the 
way home! 

And so we ought to pray, “Lord, 
I believe; help thou mine unbe- 
lief!” 

In conclusion, I hope you are 
not complacent, not content with 
your unbelief. I hope there is a 
hunger to know God better and 
to see Him work wonders in your 
life. Well, the first thing to do 
is to confess the sin of unbelief, 
Without faith you cannot please 
God. Not to have it is failure and 
rebellion. Unbelief is a wicked sin, 
Faith can get anything in the uni< 
verse with nothing impossible. Ad- 
mit to God how far short you have 
fallen of asking or expecting the 
things you would have a right to 
pray for. Uncover the barrenness 
of your life, the coldness of your 
heart, the powerlessness of your 
testimony before God! If you are 
a pastor, why not count out. be- 
fore God the pitifully small results 
of your ministry. If you are an 
evangelist, why not compare your- 
self with Finney and Moody and 
Torrey and Chapman and Sunday, 
and with Bible preachers, and ad- 
mit to God that unbelief is the 
cause of the fruitlessness. Unbelief 
has lost the power of God. Oh, 
may God help my own heart to 
take this lesson in penitence and 
confession today on account of my 
unbelief, my littleness of faith! 
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